
the Visitor 
 

 a publication of Flushing United Methodist Church 

October 2020 

Sunday Worship 
8:45 am Traditional Service 11:15 am Contemporary Worship 

 
 

Office Hours   
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Our Vision Statement 
 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  

the world by knowing Christ,  following Christ and sharing Christ. 

Church Staff 
 

Lead Pastor: JJ Mannschreck pastor@flushingumc.org  (248) 219-8598 

Director of Music  Christie Dover        Office Manager Rose Dessinger 

Christian Ed. Director  Melissa Whalen                     Youth Leader Tramell Ferguson 
                           

Play Place Director  Lisa Luther                        Custodian   Marlene Cooper  

Play Place   Sandy Abueita,  Sarah Covert, Hanna Nettleton 



 What an absolutely bizarre and incredible year it has been! 

Before I get into all the things we have been doing, I do want to pause 

for a moment a recognize the incredible challenges in front of this 

church. This has been a hard year for everyone – emotionally, 

physically, technologically, and certainly spiritually. I know that we as 

a church have not been able to reach people the way we used to. We 

have not been able to connect and love one another the way we need 

to. My heart breaks when I think of and I pray for those I haven’t seen 

or spoken to in many months. You are missed and you are loved. Our 

vision statement last year was “Eyes Up, Flushing” – which came from 

the story of Peter when he walked on water. The moment he took his 

eyes off Jesus and focused on the waves – he began to sink. It was a 

good vision, designed to help us walk through some turbulent waters 

of denominational change. I did not expect it to become a battle cry we 

would shout daily into the storm as we walked through a hurricane of 

a global pandemic. Yet, by keeping our eyes on Jesus this church has 

not only survived but we have THRIVED in 2020. I would say the 

success of this church is inexplicable, except that I CAN explain it. 

Your faithfulness. You, the people of this church, have been faithful in 

your connection to God through this church and that is why we have 

risen above the storm. You have made this possible.  

 Our new vision statement is “Rise Up to Raise Up” and we are 

committed to creating a church where we rise IN ORDER to raise up 

other people. We grow and then we help others grow. One of the keys 

to creating fertile soil for ministry is by having apprenticing and 

mentorship built into the very culture of our church. Now, for the rest 

of this letter – I want you show you what I mean by “fertile soil for 

ministry.” When a church is healthy, we create an environment where 

we encourage people to rise up and put their faith into action – to 

make ministry a reality. There are a lot more stories, but these are just 

a sampling of how our people are RISING UP at Flushing UMC.  



 When we first closed our church, one of the greatest 

disappointments was the cancellation of the Annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

Our outreach team always has a good time putting that together and 

the community kids LOVE it. We even pull some strings and get the 

Easter Bunny to make an appearance. But when we cancelled, it was 

our very own Blair Booth who came up with an idea for the Easter 

Bunny Wave! A drive by social distancing event – we reached out to 

our buddy the Easter Bunny and set up an event where kids could 

drive by and wave at the bunny, maybe even stop and take a picture 

without getting of our their car. It brought so much joy in the midst  

of that chaotic turmoil, and a few news crews even showed up to 

document it. What an amazing idea Blair had – great job! 

 The drive by event was inspiring on a lot of levels, and soon 

another member of our church – Kris Supernaw – had organized a 

number of drive by “parades.” At these events, we didn’t even have to 

get out of our car – but dozens of folks drove by with signs and 

balloons, honking and waving. It was a beautiful way to show 

enthusiasm in the summertime – we did several birthday celebrations, 

staff recognition and even two drive by baby showers! What incredible 

work for the kingdom of God – great job Kris! 

Of course, just because the building closed does not mean the work 

inside slowed down at all! Our trustee committee, working in 

cooperation with gifts and memorials approved a number of 

improvements to our technology. This summer, we have increase our 

wifi abilities, installed a brand new sound system, upgraded computer 

software, AND put in new cameras. Our new sound board is a 

beautiful piece of work and gives us INCREDIBLE new abilities to 

reach people digitally with the word of God. A new member, Preston 

Swigart, took a special interest and dedicated hours and hours of time 

with a friend to installing our new sound board. He even found a 

special video training for our sound people to take so we could 

understand this new piece of equipment. Because of his passion and 

dedication – we are regularly reaching people all over the world with 

high quality streams of our services (California, Detroit, even Italy!). 

Thank you Preston!! 

               (continued next page) 



 We did close our office temporarily for a short while, but even 

when our doors were locked – the staff were busy learning new skills 

and stretching into new ministries. I wanted to give special mention to 

Rose Dessinger, member of this church and Office Manager 

extraordinaire. She learned a whole new set of skills in video editing to 

bring us our pre-recorded services (before we had our livestream 

abilities up and running). She put subtitles and lyrics on the music, and 

edited together all the pieces before uploading them to Youtube and 

Facebook. These things are not in her job description, but she adapted 

to the needs of our church and did an incredible job!  

 And how can I talk about the pre-recorded services without 

mentioning the excellent efforts of the Faithful Five? Of course I’m 

referring to Bob Martin, Jim Thomas, Bob Kruger, Roland Woods and 

Ed Nixon – the fellas who have been singing for us since we shut 

down. They would come in during the week, all spread out for the 

cameras and perform our songs – so that people could have something 

to sing along to on Sunday. In fact, it was so enjoyable – when we 

came back for in person worship, we asked them to keep leading us! 

With the choir paused due to COVID, and singing with a mask being 

difficult – these wonderful men have blessed us with their ministry of 

music! Thank you gentlemen!  

 Of course, not all of our music was indoors! Joe Williams, and 

the other members of the incredible band 1Fifty led the way to our 

most successful year of Worship On the Riverfront ever! We 

coordinated with other churches to provide outdoor, public worship, 

EVERY SUNDAY this summer! That’s over twice as much as last 

summer, and the crowds were much bigger too. They practiced 

countless hours, set up and tore down, gave powerful testimonies and 

brought people closer to Jesus. Thank you Joe and thank you 1Fifty! 

 We had hoped to launch our brand new Men’s Ministry (called 

The Forge) this year – but obviously with COVID, that became 

difficult. Undeterred, two familiar faces – Jim Belanger and Tim 

Seaman, sprang into action and put together an outdoor building 

project for our Children’s ministry – a boat! Groups of men have 

gathered weekly to put this boat together all summer, and it’s going to 

be a beautiful addition to our children’s ministry. Great job Tim and 

Jim!  

I could literally go on like this all day – but I’ll just give you two more 

quick stories and then I’ll stop. One of the things that happened in our  



community was that volunteering became more difficult. Many folks 

were not able to volunteer as they used to, but the need for volunteers 

did not go down. Many sites – such as F.C.O.C. and the North End 

South Kitchen – were greatly affected. So one of our members, Dan 

Venters, decided that he would start volunteering more often. 

Normally, our church sends volunteers to the North End South 

Kitchen once a month – but after being inspired by Dan’s example, our 

team decided to go every single week. I’ve had to the privilege to join 

them on occasion – and it is such a wonderful ministry! Great job Dan! 

 The last story I wanted to share is a new one – the Wifi Hotspot 

ministry. Because we closed our building to outside programs, our 

fellowship hall has been vacant for months. The school board of 

Flushing announced that the schools would be FULLY digital for at 

least the first month. So one of the moms in our church, Beth 

Anderson, who is ALSO an educator, teaching her classes online (AND 

she has kids who are learning digitally too) – came up with an amazing 

idea. She wondered if we could open our fellowship hall for students 

who do not have reliable wifi. Obviously it’s best if the kids can stay 

home – but we could be there for those who don’t have the resources 

they need. Inspired by her example, we looked into it and the Wifi 

Hotspot ministry was born! (Which led to our very first viral post on 

Facebook, three news crews and two print journalists reaching out to 

cover the story.) Way to go Beth!  

 I have been so inspired to lead this incredible group of people 

over the last year. But I am also haunted by the realization that there is 

so much more that we could be doing. I know that there are people in 

our church who have not been reached in months. Particularly in the 

area of pastoral care – I miss the people I have not been able to visit, 

people I have not had time to call. I miss you dearly. You are missed 

and you are loved. I know that there are ministry opportunities we 

have not touched. I know there are leaders among you who have not 

stepped forward yet. And I know that I cannot do all that needs to be 

done without you. The stories I have just shared represent the work of 

maybe twenty people and we are a church of two hundred! Can you 

imagine what our impact in community would be if ALL of us rose up 

together to spread God’s love into the world? 2020 has been a difficult, 

challenging, unexpected, incredible year for this church. So I pray that 

next year, you rise up in order to raise up the people around you.  



Pastor’s Bookshelf  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to my bookshelf!  
 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,  

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 

 

 

I’m Still Here  

– Black Dignity In A World Made For Whiteness  

By: Austin Channing Brown  

  

This month I’d like to highlight this quick little book that I finished a 

few weeks ago. It’s such a smooth, easy read – I actually read it on a 

physical copy – rather than an audiobook (which is what I normally 

do). It’s an easy ready, but the topic is not.  

 

Austin Channing Brown is an African American Christian woman 

who has worked with many non-profits and churches with the goal of 

working towards racial equality. The book is largely autobiographical 

– it is full of stories of her experiences and what they mean for her as a 

black woman in our divided culture today.  

 

I think this book is important for us right now, because it helps us 

walk in someone else’s shoes. As a white man, I don’t know what it 

feels like to work and live and walk through this world as a person of 

color – but through this book, I get a peak into what Austin’s life is 

like. There are some beautiful moments, and some really hard stories 

to hear – but I think it can all be useful to help us grow.  

 

               (continued next page) 



Towards the end of the book, Austin has an incredible insight called 

“the shadow of hope.” This is a teaching that comes from the black 

experience in America that I think we can ALL make use of in the 

modern world. It’s about how to keep hope alive in the face of 

disappointment – prolonged, stretched out, seemingly-never-ending 

disappointment and frustration. I would recommend the entire book 

for that chapter alone.  

October Sermon Series 
Argument With An Atheist 

 
10/04 Does God Exist? 1 Corinthians 2:1-11 Psalm 8 

 

10/11 Is God Good?  2 Corinthians 4:6-12 Psalm 136:1-12 

 

10/18 Is God Christian? Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 9:12-13 

 

10/25 You Have Been Faithful Over A Little Matthew 25:14-30 

 (Stewardship Sunday)    Proverbs 13:22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Argument With An Atheist 

October  
Sermon  
Series 



On Sunday, November 4
th

 we will be 

celebrating the lives of those who 

have passed since last All Saints’ 

Sunday. We will have a video with 

their pictures.  If you have a loved 

one that passed in since last All Saints’ 

Day, please e-mail or bring in your photo of them to us at the 

office by October 22
nd

 so the video can be completed.   

All Saints’  
Sunday 



 

Share The Love  Brown Bag Sunday 
 

On Sunday, October 18th, we will be 

distributing brown bags after both 

services. Let’s look ahead to the holiday 

and fill a brown paper grocery bag with 

non-perishable items and help our 

neighbors. Check this list for possible items 

to include. Return filled bags on or before 

Sunday, October 25 to distribute to 

Flushing Christian Outreach Center.  

 

 

Possible non-perishable items to include in the bags: 

Juice 

Pancake Mix 

Peanut Butter 

Crackers 

Raisins 

Canned Fruit 

Canned Vegetables 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Chili 

Tuna 

Sugar 

Canned Meat 

Beans 

Canned Milk 

Mustard 

Bathroom Tissue 

Paper Towels 

Paper Plates 

Spaghetti 

Spaghetti Sauce  

w/Meat 

Hamburger/Tuna 

Helper 

Cereal 

Syrup 

Jam/Jelly 

Soup 

Cookies 

Potatoes 

Jell-O 

Pudding 

Beef Stew 

Flour 

Rice 

Pasta 

Cooking Oil 

Powdered Milk 

Ketchup 

Facial Tissue 

Napkins 

Waxed Paper 

Taco Kit  

Fall Food Drive 



Staff Appreciation Celebration 

Our FABULOUS staff works tremendously hard to serve us, their 

FUMC family, and our community, all for our Heavenly Father’s 

glory.  So, let’s come together to celebrate and show our appreciation 

to them by showering them with love notes, gift cards and personal 

parades. All month (October) long you are encouraged to send or drop 

off at the church office notes of love, encouragement, and 

recognition for each of our staff members (their names are 

highlighted below). You might even include a gift card for their 

favorite take out spot or gas card or ice cream shop or some other 

token of your love.  A N D…on the following dates we will gather 

safely in our cars in the church parking lot with our vehicles decorated 

with balloons, streamers, and signs of love, and parade by their homes 

with horns honking, hands waving, and shouting our love to them.  

What JOY it is to be the recipient of a Personal Parade, and what Joy 

it is to participate.  Let’s fill up our hearts and show love to these 

selfless servants: 

3:00 pm, Sunday Oct. 11 we’ll parade past: 

Rose Dessinger’s home, our office manager extraordinaire 

Christie Dover’s home, our master music director 

Melissa Whalen’s home, our Christian Ed. Superwoman 

 

3:00 pm, Sunday Oct. 25 we’ll parade past: 

JJ Mannschreck’s home, our glorious pastor 

Tramell Ferguson’s home, our devoted youth leader 

Marlene Cooper’s home, our dedicated custodian 

In between our parade weeks, on Sunday Oct. 18
th

 we will surprise 

our joyful, loving, Play Place staff, Lisa Luther, our PP coordinator, 

Sara Covert, our PP worker and of course the kids in their care with a 

balloon and streamer decorated nursery stocked with special snacks for 

adults and kiddos alike.  

Mark your calendars for October and get ready for some  

Autumn Showering of Love FUN!!! 

Kris Supernaw, SPPRC chairperson 

FUMC address for love note sending: 413 E. Main Street, Flushing, MI  



 
 
 

 
 
 

United Methodist Women’s Sunday 
Sunday, October 18th. Both services.  

 

Please support the UMW with a Special Offering      
 

Both services on October 18 will include the annual celebration of the 

United Methodist Women, UMW. A special offering will be taken to 

go toward the many mission projects that we support. This special 

offering will compensate for the cancellation of two Rummage Sales 

and the Coffee House which are our principal fundraisers. We 

appreciate the support.  You may make a check out to FUMC UMW.   

The UMW money raised has gone in the past to: 

• Flushing Christian Outreach Center 

• Flint Soup Kitchens 

• Heartbeat of Greater Flint 

• Youth Group trips 

• FUMC Camper Scholarships 

• Flushing School’s backpack program 

• YWCA Safehouse 

• Dresses for Kenya 

• Unit. Meth Missionaries across the globe, and other state, national 

and global missions  



Finance Snapshot through August 2020 
 

Amount received YTD General: $25,423 

Capitol: $1,002 

2020 Apportionments: $47,397  

Paid to date: $31,598  

We are STILL 100% current on this years apportionments! 

Name Date of Birth Name Date of Birth 

Jerry Evans 2 Jessica Rowley 13 

Lore Dearing 3 Marlene Cooper 15 

John Guynn 3 Christopher Schwartz 15 

Erba Hynes 3 James Rundell 16 

Lee Napier 3 Linda Michael 17 

Erin Eavy 5 Melissa Belanger 19 

Carter Roman 5 Tom Hundley 19 

Billie White 5 Susie Johnson 19 

Bud Buell 8 Jeanne Tranchell 20 

Jack Nettleton 9 Micki Yon 20 

Cal Prittie 9 Larry Launstein 23 

Win Walker 9 Chance Dorman 24 

Chloe Covert 10 Carrie Guynn 26 

Ashlei Hawley 13 Bob Halbedel 29 

Mary Jackson 13 Ken Hedges 29 

 



Welcome New Members! 
 

On Sunday, September 13th we welcomed the 

following new members to Flushing UMC! 

 

Belanger, Abram   Belanger, Jim  Belanger, Melissa 

Machir, Daniel  Machir, Sarah  Pratt, Cindy 

West, Marilyn  Whitmire, Vivian 

 

New Address: 
Machir, Daniel & Waterson-Machir, Sarah  

  and Daniel Jr, Alexis, Sidney, Quinton 

7385 Coldwater, Flushing 

(810)458-3424 

 

Address Changes:   Whitmire, Vivian  

Belanger, Jim & Melissa  4276 Kroger Dr. Rm 24 

11070 Easton Rd   Swartz Creek, MI 48473 

New Lothrup, MI 48460  (810) 870-0472 

 

Pritt, Chris and Madison 

6464 W. Wilson Rd, Clio, MI 48420      

Notes 
from the 

Membership 
Secretary 

 

 

During the month of 

we are collecting:  

 

 

 

 

 



1Fifty Pop Up Benefit Concert  
FUMC’s 1Fifty band has been playing for the Worship On The 

Riverfront this summer and decided to extend their music one more 

Sunday with a concert to benefit Family Promise of Genesee County 

and Flushing Christian Outreach Center. The weather was great for a 

enjoying a mild September evening and the hour long concert. 

THANK YOU 1FIFTY for your talent, time and energy to host 

the concert!   

Through generous donations, the concert raised $95 for FCOC and 

$1,936.75 for FPGC. Additional donations this past Sunday of $170 

bring the total to $2,106.75. This is the most that has ever been 

raised at any of the previous benefit concerts! Donations also 

included school supplies for FPGC and PB & J/paper towels for FCOC.  

The funds donated for FPGC will double in value to $4,213.50 as 

they will be matched dollar for dollar through the Eviction 

Prevention matching grant they received earlier this year. The grant 

funds are used to prevent families from being evicted from their homes 

and assist with any moving costs they might have if they need to 

relocate. This amount of money is enough to help keep 15 children in 

their homes! 

Donations are still being accepted and can be placed in the offering, 

in the FP mailbox outside the office, given to the office or Carolyn 

Malaski. FPGC envelopes are available in Fellowship Hall on the 

mission table. Checks should be written to FPGC with Benefit concert 

in the memo line. Cash should be placed in an envelope and labeled.   
  

Family Promise  
Since the pandemic, FPGC has assisted many more families then 

they are able to during the regular hosting schedule. At least 14 families 

have avoided evictions. FPGC graduate families continue to receive 

assistance as needed.   

If you are aware of any families with children who reside in Genesee 

County and need help, refer them to FPGC. They can assist in the 

following ways:  

Eviction prevention, Move in help, Use of the Education Lab with    

Wifi access and computers for such things as online, school work and 

use by adults, food and other supplies, other resources/referrals. 

FPGC was in the news recently for the creation of the Education 

Lab when Channel 12 News interviewed Tiffani, the director. You can 

watch this video and others about Family Promise on You Tube 

Videos for Family Promise. A weekly children’s story hour is also 

available. Look for more information on the website.   



Overall, Family Promise across the nation is doing very well with 

Eviction Prevention and Stabilization.  These programs are in addition 

to providing shelter by host and support churches.  Affiliates across the 

country are participating in a variety of programs to assist families 

during the pandemic.    

Locally, we continue to support FPGC and plan ahead for when we 

begin the regular host schedule. Our next host week is currently 

scheduled for December 20-27.  

The golf scramble has been postponed until possibly spring of 2021.  

National Family Promise Week will be celebrated October 18-25. 

More information will be available later about the week and “A Night 

Without a Bed” event to raise awareness and funds to continue to fight 

family homelessness. 

Thank you for your continued support of Family Promise! 

 

God picks you from the patch and brings you in.  

(John 15:16) 

Then He washes all the dirt off of you.  

(2Corinthians 5:17) 

He opens you up and scoops out all the yucky stuff. 

He removes the seeds of doubt, fear,  

hate and greed. (Romans 6:6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He carves you a new smiling face. (Psalm 71:23) 

And He puts his light inside of you to shine for  

all the world to see. (Matthew 5:16) 



Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can  
share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

 
 

Please remember in your  
hearts and prayers: 

 
 

 

 

To the friends and family on the loss of Jim Rosser. 

 

+ Bruce, defibrillator surgery today 

+ Skylar, in hospital 

+ Cheryl and Ed recovering from car 

accident 

+ Son with carbuncle cyst 

+ Michael with herniated/bulging 

disks 

+ Carol, with pancreatic cancer 

+ Nick with high sugar 

+ Roland, having hip surgery 

+ Krissy, returning to work after 

concussion 

+ 40 yr old woman with breast cancer 

+ Jim, having quadruple bypass 

Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 

November 1
st

  



Deadline:  October 28, 2020  

Greeters 8:45 am   

Oct  4 –  Bill & Rose Dessinger 

Oct 11 – Dave Lewis, Tom Troxell 

Oct 18 – Larry & Sue Ridge 

Oct 25 –    

 

Coffee Hosts 8:45 am  

Oct  4 –  Bill & Sue Martin 

Oct 11 – Larry & Sue Ridge 

Oct 18 – Jerry & Carol Dick 

Oct 25 – Harry & Ellen Hulet 

 

Ushers 8:45 am   

Oct  4 –  ** See Note  

Oct 11 – ** See Note  

Oct 18 – ** See Note  

Oct 25 – ** See Note  

 

Scripture Readers 8:45 am  

Oct  4 –  Melissa Whalen 

Oct 11 – Larry Ridge 

Oct 18 – Sue Ridge 

Oct 25 – Sue Durling 

Greeters 11:15 am   

Oct  4 –     

Oct 11 – Denise Johnson 

Oct 18 – Lori & Joe Dorman 

Oct 25 – Cathy Riley,  

  Marlene Cooper 

 

Coffee Hosts 11:15 am  

Oct  4 –  Jim & Melissa Belanger 

Oct 11 – Tammy Workman 

Oct 18 – Becky Stamm 

Oct 25 – Nick & Jan Bodis 

 

 

Ushers 11:15 am   

Oct  4 –  ** See Note  

Oct 11 – ** See Note  

Oct 18 – ** See Note  

Oct 25 – ** See Note  

Worship Servants 

We will be having Fellowship Hour between 
services beginning Oct 4. Masks are required 

while standing but can be removed when   
sitting in order to enjoy snacks. 

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe 
distancing practices we will not be needing 
ushers for the month of October. There will     
still be no bulletins or passing of the plates. 
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