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Because it is the year 2020, it seems perfectly appropriate (and almost 

abundantly cheesy) to open this newsletter with the expression:       

We are going to need 2020 vision to make it through 2020. To meet 

unexpected challenges we must use unexpected methods and creative 

new outlets to continue the work of the church. There’s no question: 

we need our eyes wide open to get the work done this year. The 

important distinction is will we have 2020 hindsight? Or 2020 

foresight?  

 COVID-19 took a lot of things away from us, and I think we 

have spent a lot of time looking backwards. We used to have coffee 

hour inside! We used to have bible studies ONLY in person, and we 

would welcome new friends with a handshake and a warm smile 

(where you can actually see their smile). We miss the things we had, 

we long for them, and we ache for the days when we will have them 

returned to us. For those who seem stuck in a place of 2020 hindsight, 

let me offer a word of comfort. The present struggles are not forever. 

This is a hard road we have travelled, but the things we have lost will 

be returned to us. There will be a day when things have returned to a 

semblance of normal. Like the light we lose with every sunset, I 

promise it will return in the light of a new day. The green we lose 

every fall as winter comes – will return in the fresh life of Spring. Keep 

your chin up, and weather this storm – I promise this is not the end of 

the story. We will have again the things we see in the rearview mirror. 

2020 hindsight.  

And yet, I also have a challenge for you. Don’t slip into a despair 

mourning the things we have lost in the last six months. Rather let us 

shift our viewpoint from 2020 hindsight to 2020 foresight. Over the 

past few decades our church like so many others has always chosen the 

road commonly travelled. We go through the same motions, doing the 

same things every year. The problem with travelling the same road, is 

that a rut can form – and most churches get stuck in a rut. Always 

doing the same things every year as we plod along. The silver lining of  

2020 is that it has forced us onto the road less travelled.   



We are in uncharted territory, bumping along an unfamiliar route, 

with companions and equipment we haven’t ever used before. As I 

look forward to the upcoming fall calendar of this church – I am so 

tempted to slide into a rut, to let my 2020 hindsight overwhelm me as 

I cry out, “but this is not how we normally do it!” I have those 

moments, as I’m sure many of you have as well. But I have not found 

them to be particularly helpful moments. Rather than let hindsight 

overwhelm me and focus on what I would PREFER, I have decided 

that a more productive way to move forward would be to have 2020 

foresight. Let us turn out eyes to the road in front of us. It is less 

travelled and thus full of new challenges, but that does not mean God 

cannot do a great thing in this church at this time.  

 Perhaps this is actually the PERFECT moment to launch a 

capital campaign and start upgrading our building. Perhaps bringing 

Sunday school to children digitally will help parents reclaim their role 

in teaching their children about Jesus. Bringing families closer 

together. Perhaps increasing the audio/video quality in our technology 

will enable our folks in nursing homes or those who are home bound 

to join us every single week, rather than at a monthly service. Perhaps 

the outreach we have done for small businesses and our school systems 

will draw our community closer together that we might better 

represent the kingdom of God. That Flushing might be that light on a 

hill, shining in the darkness.   

I think perhaps some of us hoped that we could simply tread water 

until the flood of bad news abated and we could go back to what we 

have always done. But as we adjust to the reality that some of these 

challenges will be here for the long haul – some of these struggles will 

be with us for a long time yet – perhaps it’s time we stopped treading 

water hoping to move backwards. Perhaps it’s time we learn to swim. 

 Normally in the September Newsletter I am writing about our 

upcoming slate of classes and programs: Life Groups, Divorce Care, 

Grief Share, Financial Peace University, Sunday School, Youth Group, 

New Member Classes and much more. My promise to you in this 

difficult time is that those things will still happen. We are traveling the 

road less traveled. It's an unfamiliar route, so things will be different- 

but the work of God continues. But until then, I’ll see you on Sunday!  



Pastor’s Bookshelf  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to my bookshelf!  
 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,  

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 

 

This month I’d like to talk about  

The Prodigal God:  

Recovering the Heart Of The Christian Faith 

by Tim Keller. 

 

You may remember a few months back I recommended another 

book called “The Reason For God” that was also by Tim Keller. 

At that point I said, while reading his work it felt like I could 

almost feel my brain growing.  

 

Tim Keller is a pastor from New York, and he has a particular 

talent for engaging difficult/complex issues with an extremely 

balanced and educated response. In short – he’s really, really smart 

and I have benefitted greatly from his work.  

 

The Prodigal God is a very short work, almost like an extended 

sermon, where Tim breaks down a familiar story from scripture 

(the parable of the Prodigal Son) and discovers a very surprising 

and unfamiliar teaching. Whether you are a brand new Christian, 

or have been a Christian all your life – there is a deeper message 

for you hidden in the story you’ve probably heard a hundred 

times before.  



 

I “read” this book back in the month of May in audiobook 

format, and I listened to it while jogging through my 

neighborhood. I can’t tell you how many times I had to stop 

running and just soak in the wisdom I had just heard.  

 

The description of the book reads, “Seekers and believers alike 

will see Christianity in a whole new way when they learn how 

Christ’s followers are supposed to love, so they can join him in 

heaven.” I highly recommend this book and it’s hidden delights.  

 

Sept 6   A Doctor For the Sick  Scripture:  Luke 5:12-16, 5:27-38 

Sept 13  Focus On The Fruit  Scripture:  Luke 6:20-30, 6:37-49 

Sept 20  From Death To Life            Scripture:  Luke 7:18-26, 36:50 

Sept 27  Seeds and Light and Such  Scripture:  Luke 8:4-15, 26-39 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone, Tramell here 

           How is everyone doing?  I miss all of you. We have started back 

Youth Group and were having lots of fun. Couple of thing’s were 

going to talking about this year along with our relationship talks, are 

How to be a Bad friend,  

I think a lot of this Covid stuff has kept us away from  people and that 

can send the wrong message to people.   

But we also need to remember we are the hands and feet of Christ. So 

we need to be around people and show them the Love of Jesus.   

We are also going to talk about being liked and how God made us in 

his image, and my personal favorite How to Catch a Monkey, I will not 

spoil that lesson. So, I pray that the rest of your summer is fun and 

safe, and I will see you in the fall - September 6th, 2020.  

Whenever you decide to show back to Youth Group, I will be here 

with arms open wide. 

As always, keep Jesus first, and make smart decisions 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

United Methodist Women’s Sunday 
Sunday, October 18th. Both services.  

Mission Recognition  



CANCELLED!! 

Save the date!  
We will be having our UMW Sunday 

On October 18th during both services. 
It’s been a hard year so far but we still have  

so much to celebrate!  



Hello everyone, Tramell here 
 

           How is everyone doing?  I miss all of you. We have started back 

Youth Group and were having lots of fun. Couple of thing’s were 

going to talking about this year along with our relationship talks, are 

How to be a Bad friend,  

  I think a lot of this Covid stuff has kept us away from  people 

and that can send the wrong message to people. But we also need to 

remember we are the hands and feet of Christ. So we need to be 

around people and show them the Love of Jesus.   

 We are also going to talk about being liked and how God made 

us in his image, and my personal favorite How to Catch a Monkey, I will 

not spoil that lesson. So, I pray that the rest of your summer is fun and 

safe, and I will see you in the fall - September 6th, 2020.  

 Whenever you decide to show back to Youth Group, I will be 

here with arms open wide. 
 

As always, keep Jesus first, and make smart decisions. 

Christian Education Sunday Kickoff 

Sunday, September 6
th 

- look for more details! 

We are looking for volunteers who would like to take on the role of 

Sunday School Teacher on Sundays at 10am here at FUMC. We are 

doing both in-person and streaming of education online. If you are 

interested, please contact Melissa Whalen with questions or 

clarifications. 

  

 

 

 
Youth Group begins 

 

Sunday, September 6
th

 

12:30 - 2:30 pm (we have a time change) 

 



Sunday Worship  
8:45 am & 11:15 am 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week, August 23-30, was to have been busy for our volunteers as 

FUMC hosted families. We look forward to setting up the rooms, 

meeting the families, having dinner and breakfast with them and 

spending time together in the evening. We have a dedicated group of 

volunteers who sign on to help that week.   

 

Three families who were in FP at the time of the stay at home order 

have been able to move into their own homes in the last few months. 

Currently no families are staying with Family Promise as churches are 

working on plans to re-open for regular activities or events. 

 

Family Promise of Genesee County (FPGC) continues to maintain 

contact with graduate families at least twice monthly and has been 

delivering food and dairy products to 18 families, including 56 

children. They also help supply other items they may need.  

 

FPGC is actually serving more families as a result of the addition of the 

eviction prevention program, Promise for Home. Families enrolled are 

required to work with a case manager to manage their resources to 

maintain their home. 11 families with 22 children did not become 

homeless this year as a result of their participation in the program. 

 

The day center playroom has been re-organized to serve as an 

Education Lab for use by both adults and kids. Computers, educational 

games/toys and a library will be in the lab.  Computers will be 

available for adults and kids to use for accessing the internet and taking 

classes, completing assignments as well as for job and housing searches. 

 



The following donations are needed: non-perishable snacks, 100% juice 

boxes, school supplies such as: pencils, pens, rulers, glue, folders, 

notebooks, scissors, crayons, markers and all kinds of paper. A bin is 

available in Fellowship Hall for supplies.  

 

Gift cards or cash/checks can be donated as well and should be given to 

the office or placed in the offering and clearly marked for the FPGC 

Education Lab.  

 

If you have relatively new and working computers or printers to 

donate, contact Carolyn at 810-348-0653. Please do not bring them to 

the church.  

 

Other ways you can help FPGC include donating to the:  

Promise for Home matching grant as they are $8,000 short of the 

$13,000 they had hoped to raise this year. 

General budget of FPGC  

 

All non-profits have been challenged to maintain their budgets while 

not being able to have regular fund raisers during the pandemic. For 

example, one of the major fundraisers, the 5 K Run/Walk scheduled 

for earlier this month was cancelled. The annual FPGC benefit concert 

sponsored by our own band 1 Fifty that usually brought in over $700 

around will not be held.   

 

Donations can be made directly to:  

FPGC at P.O. Box 4519  Flint, 48504.   

Envelopes are available on the table under the Mission bulletin board 

in Fellowship Hall.        

         

The Golf outing is still being planned. Details will be shared as soon as 

they are available.    

 

Thank you for your continued support of Family Promise. Through 

your efforts we continue to make a difference one family at a time.    



 

Finance Snapshot through July 2020 
 

Amount received YTD: $184,068 

July: General: $21,754 Capitol: $1,523  

2020 Apportionments: $47,397  

Paid to date: $27,648 

We are STILL 100% current on this years apportionments! 

Name 
Date of 

Birth  Name 
Date of 

Birth 

Sophie Schwartz 1  David Newcomb 17 

Dianne Ensign 3  Wayne Nixon 18 

Carlos Martin 3  Mikaela Ford 19 

Joe Dorman 5  Ryley Ford 19 

Harry Hulet 7  Jack Merrifield 20 

Ashley Bigelow 8  Jared Pieknik 21 

Matthew Messina 11  Matt Packer 24 

Richard Buning 12  Dennis Kleinedler 27 

Karen Champagne 14  Brooke Daily 28 

Peggy Blanchard 15  Chase Hopkins 28 

Aiden Rowley 15  Jacinda Kitts 28 

Rick Drubin 17  Samuel Kitts 28 

Norm Griffin 17  Carole Dewley 29 



Did you know we collect  pop tabs for the  

Ronald McDonald House ?  
  

The pop tab by itself does not mean much, however, when collected, 

pop tabs add up to become a valuable donation to the Ronald 

McDonald House. This idea of ‘pulling’ together for a charitable cause 

is the core value of there program.  

We will be collecting and distributing Pop Tabs in a couple of 

weeks. So if you have some that you would like to donate please 

drop them off ASAP. 

Where do you donate/collect the tab? 

Pop Tabs can be left in the Fellowship Hall in the bin of the Mission 

table labeled “Aluminum Pop Tabs”. ( Just inside and right of the 

Fellowship Hall door). Someone will be collecting these to bring to a 

Ronald McDonald House here in Michigan soon. So be sure to donate 

as soon as possible. 

How does it work? 

We collect aluminum pop tabs from any container (soda can, soup, pet 

food, etc.). Ronald McDonald House works with a local recycler to 

turn those tabs into money to provide for our families!  

By encouraging your class, group, church, business or organization to 

collect pop tabs, you can help us help families going through the 

toughest time of their lives. Every little bit helps! Collect your tabs in 

any way you would like–in coffee cans, plastic bags, boxes, buckets, or 

any other container with a wide opening. Set up a competition 

between groups to see who can collect the most!  

How much do they receive for the tabs? 

After the tabs are collected, the Ronald McDonald House staff loads 

up large amounts to take to our local recycler, where they are weighed 

to determine their value (values can vary significantly). The recycling 

center then gives us a check for the total value. The money collected 

helps fund their program. 

We will be collecting in a couple of weeks. So be 

sure to drop off your Pop Tabs as soon as possible! 



Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can  
share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

 
 

Please remember in your  
hearts and prayers: 

 
 

 

 

 

To Lois Griffin, friends and family on the loss of her sister. 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Carol, with pancreatic cancer  

+ Terry, going in for tests 

+ Little Autumn fighting 

leukemia a 2nd time 

+ Joe going to Tennessee  for 

work & safe travel back 

+ Answers/clarity for sister-in-

law’s cancer treatment 

+ Denise, recovering from stroke, 

clavical and hip injury 

+ Joe, recovering from surgery on 

dialysis access site 

+ Barb, facing surgery 

+ Mark, going to Mayo clinic for 

answers  

+ Don, having difficulty with 

cancer treatment 

+ Sandy Rose, healing from stroke 

+ Mary, with stage 3 spine cancer 

+ God to bless the upcoming 

elections and for our schools  

+ Revival for the USA  

+ Tom, sent to Fostorian 

+ Those in the path of the 

hurricane 

+ For the fires in California 



Greeters 8:45 am   

Sept  6 –  Jim & Liz Fonger 

Sept 13 – Jerry & Carol Dick 

Sept 20 – Nancy Elsner,  

  Bonnie Farrow 

Sept 27 – John  & Marcia Henson 

 

Coffee Hosts 8:45 am  

Sept  6 –  Ruth Brown,  

  Bonnie Farrow 

Sept 13 – Jim & Laragene Triplett 

Sept 20 – Gerry & Dorothy Byard 

Sept 27 – Bruce & Sylvia  

     Hathaway 

 

Ushers 8:45 am   

Sept  6 –  ** See Note  

Sept 13 – ** See Note  

Sept 20 – ** See Note  

Sept 27 – ** See Note  

 

Scripture Readers 8:45 am  

Sept  6 –  Alta Parsons 

Sept 13 – Jim Rundell 

Sept 20 – Sandi Rundell 

Sept 27 – Laragene Triplett 

Greeters 11:15 am   

Sept  6 –  Blair & Tracey Booth 

Sept 13 – Denise Johnson, 

   Marlene Cooper 

Sept 20 – Bob Halbedel, 

  Kris Supernaw 

Sept 27 – Tom Lawrence, 

  Jeff Welch 

 

Coffee Hosts 11:15 am  

Sept  6 –  Tammy Workman 

Sept 13 – Kris Burns,  

  Teresa Casteel 

Sept 20 – Marlene Cooper,  

  Becky Stamm 

Sept 27 – Bob Halbedel, 

  Kris Supernaw 

 

 

Ushers 11:15 am   

Sept  6 –  ** See Note  

Sept 13 – ** See Note  

Sept 20 – ** See Note  

Sept 27 – ** See Note  

Worship Servants 

Deadline:  September 24, 2020  

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe 
distancing practices we will not be needing 

ushers for the month of September. There will 
still be no bulletins or passing of the plates. 
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