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Sunday Worship 
8:45 am Traditional Service 11:15 am Contemporary Worship 

 
 

Holiday Office Hours   
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Our Vision Statement 
 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  

the world by knowing Christ,  following Christ and sharing Christ. 

Church Staff 
 

Lead Pastor   JJ Mannschreck Office Manager Rose Dessinger 

Director of Music  Christie Dover      Youth Leader Tramell Ferguson 

Christian Ed. Director  Melissa Whalen                                                Custodian   Marlene Cooper  

Play Place Director  Lisa Luther                             Play Place   Sarah Covert,  

                 Hanna Nettleton 



 Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! With the election a 

fading memory – and a holiday of giving thanks under our belts, we 

now turn our eyes to Christmas. But for Christians, one day to 

celebrate the birth of Christ isn’t enough – we need a whole season 

that we call Advent. Of course, Advent is not five weeks of Christmas 

all day everyday – but rather, it’s a season of getting ready. Preparing 

ourselves for the greatest news this world has ever seen.  

 I don’t know about you – but I really resonate with the whole 

theme of advent this year. “Waiting for good news” has become like a 

professional hobby of mine. I feel a sense of understanding as I think 

about the nation of Israel, living in darkness and oppression – waiting 

for news of a savior who will set them free. Perhaps I’m being 

dramatic to take nine months of waiting for a pandemic to be over and 

compare it to 400 years of Israel waiting for a savior (or perhaps it’s 

because 9 months can FEEL like 400 years for some of us).  

 But here’s something that’s interesting – when Jesus came into 

the world, he was not what anyone expected. Many thought the savior 

of the world would be a warrior who came in and destroyed their 

governmental oppressors – the empire of Rome. But instead he came as 

a baby in a manger, who grew into a man who focused on teachings 

about self-sacrifice and love. He taught his people that true freedom is 

found in giving ourselves up and loving others as God loved us. The 

answer to what they truly needed was not what they expected.  

 I think about our world right now, and I can’t help but wonder 

if we are looking for salvation in the wrong places. A vaccine would be 

wonderful, annihilating a virus would be fantastic, economic recovery 

and social return to some semblance of normal would be very 

welcome. But what if that’s not what we need? What if God is 

teaching us something unexpected right now? What if the good news 

of salvation and peace for the world came and it had nothing to do 

with the government or the economy or hospitals or vaccines? What if 

the best news the world has ever heard is still that baby in the manger? 

Isn’t that a little confusing? How could a baby be more important 



 than a vaccine? How could a dirty baby in a food trough for cows be 

more important than lifting government restrictions? How is the baby 

in the manger an answer to prayers for salvation? The world has been 

very loud lately. The news has screamed for our attention with the 

volume knob at 11 for basically this entire year. But the real answer, 

the real source of salvation has never changed. This baby in the 

manger is God come to earth, come to save us. Not just our world, our 

life on this earth and all the problems we think are so important, but 

come to save our souls for eternity with Him. I think hope is 

something we build during this season of waiting for good news. As 

the song goes, “it’s not good news – it’s the best news ever!”  

 I’m very excited to announce our brand new sermon series that 

will begin on November 29. The series is called “The Living 

Chrismon” and the inspiration comes with a little story. Last year, I 

was standing on the stage during the Christmas season, and I realized 

that one of the Christmas tree ornaments exactly matched the tattoo 

on my left arm. I was very excited, and pointed it out to a friend 

standing nearby. Then I found another one. A different ornament on 

the tree that exactly matched the tattoo on my RIGHT arm. At the 

time, my dear friend laughed and made a joke – “you should do a 

sermon series on all your tattoos.” I laughed at the time, but the idea 

stuck in my head. (don’t worry, we’re not going to do a sermon series 

on my tattoos).  

 However, I did a little research and I found out that those 

“ornaments” on the tree are actually called Chrismons (which stands 

for Christ-Monograms). Then I discovered that almost every symbol 

in our worship space has a story. Every piece of worship and every 

beautiful decoration has a way of pointing us to Jesus. So for this 

season of advent, we are going to explore the symbols all around us, 

and match them with the pieces of the Christmas story we all know so 

well. My hope is that not only will we learn the deeper meaning 

behind what we see in our worship space, but that those symbols will 

show us more of who God is and that will help our worship grow 

deeper as well. I’m really looking forward to this series, but until then 

– I’ll “see” you on Sunday,  



Pastor’s Bookshelf  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to my bookshelf!  
 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,  

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 
 

Something Needs To Change  

By David Platt  
  

 This is a non-fiction book that reads like an action adventure! 

David Platt is a well known pastor/author/missionary who has a habit 

of taking his faith so seriously that it convicts the people around him, 

and invites us all to a deeper connection with Jesus.  

 This time around David takes us on a journey to the Himalayan 

mountains to some of the most remote villages in the world. In the 

book he describes this missionary journey he took (which is all part of a 

true story), but he brings it to us in such a way that we feel like we are 

along for the journey ourselves! For those of us who lack the ability or 

funding to actually go to India and hike some of the highest mountains 

in existence – this book brings it right into our living rooms.  

 Along the way David encounters some of the most tragic and 

some of the most beautiful experiences a missionary journey can 

possibly bring. The principles of faith can often seem so easy from the 

comfort of our cushioned chairs in our heated sanctuary – but out on 

the trail, David finds his principles challenged in concrete, real world 

ways.  

 One of the primary questions his story grapples with is “is it 

more important to take care of people’s spiritual needs, or their 

physical needs?” To bring them Jesus or bring them medical supplies? 

He authentically wrestles with this question in this harrowing tale that I 

highly recommend to anyone who claims faith in Jesus.   



December Sermon Series 
 

The Living Chrismon 
 

Nov 29 Chi Rho  Luke 1:39-45        Luke 1:67-75  

Dec 6  Triquetra Matthew 2:1-12   Luke 2:8-20 

Dec 13 Ichthus Matthew 2:13-23, 10:34-42 

Dec 20 IHS  Luke 1:25-38 Luke 1:46-56 

Dec 24 Do We Stop At Symbols?  Luke 2:1-20 
 

Guest Preacher: Tramell Ferguson    

Dec 27  In The Waiting   John 11:1-15, 17-44 

Jan 3  Don’t Look Back  Ex 14:5-14, Phil 3:13-14 

 



Christmas Memorials 
Remember someone special this holiday 

season by giving a Christmas Memorial 

Donation. The poinsettias soon to adorn   

the Centrum will serve as a reminder of 

the donations given in honor of or in 

memory of friends and family members.  

Names for whom gifts have been given will be listed in the December 

24
th

 Christmas Eve bulletin. A suggested donation is $10, but all 

donations are welcome. Donations given will support: 

Flushing Christian Outreach Center 
The FCOC is an inter-denominational organization made up of a team 

of dedicated and passionate volunteers from the Flushing area, 

reaching out with God’s love to help meet the physical, spiritual and 

emotional needs of the people in our community. Their volunteers are 

committed to helping provide food and clothing to those in need 

within the Flushing community, as well as connecting them with 

appropriate local resources.  

FCOC’s vision is to respond to the needs of the whole person with the 

goal of inviting them into a relationship with Jesus Christ and his 

church.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Memorials 
(Return to church office by Sunday, December 13) 

 

Attached is a gift of $______________ 

 

Given in loving Honor/Memory of (Circle one, please): 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Given by:        ____ ____ 

Order by December 13
th

 



 

Giving Opportunities  
from our aith n ction eam 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

We offer several ways to be a blessing  
to others during this Christmas season: 

 

Angel Tree 
We are helping 5 Flushing area families (including 12 children) that 

need help this Christmas. Help them put items under their tree by 

getting an angel on the Angel Tree ($25 gift limit). Please return 

wrapped item (place the angel back on the gift) by Sun, Dec 22nd.  
 

 

Christmas Eve Offering 
This year we will be giving all donations we receive on Christmas Eve 

to help support a program at Flushing Christian Outreach Center.  

(See previous page for details) 



Name Date of Birth   Name Date of Birth  

Sarah Lewis 1  Bo Shufelt 17 

Cindy Alexander 4  Nick Bodis 17 

Marilyn Micinski 4  Arlie Wisenbaugh 19 

Trudy Grindstaff 4  Nolan Rowley 19 

Pam Merrifield 5  Maxine Schmaler 20 

Stephen Venable 5  Bob Krueger 22 

Lori Stauffacher 8  Denise Sands 23 

Barb Covert 9  Hannah Nettleton 23 

Dean Mosey 11  Elizabeth Fonger 24 

Lindsey Wagner 11  Jim Thomas 24 

Bruce Hathaway 13  Ron Kipp 25 

Hathaway , Bruce 13  Katelyn Messina 27 

Daniel Machir 14  Joyce Schlicht 28 

Ramsey Lechota 14  Kyler LeCureux 28 

Evelyn Johnson 15  Lilah Williams 28 

James Napier 15  Velma Graham 28 

Judy Bloodworth 16  Cathy Metz 31 

Happy Birthday  

December Babies!  



 

 

Finance Snapshot through October 2020 
 

Amount received YTD General: $262,856 

October: 

 General: $22,852 

 Capitol: $3,248 

2020 Apportionments: $47,397   Paid to date: 

$47,397  

$ donated to missions (global, national and local) in 2020: 

$20,385.75 

We have paid 100% of this years apportionments and 

mission pledges! 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

Both Pastor JJ Mannschreck and Rose Dessinger will be on vacation 

for two weeks for the Christmas and New Years Holiday. The office 

will be closed from December 23rd thru January 5th. If you have an 

emergency or need to speak to someone, there will be someone in the 

office to answer the phones Monday and Thursday mornings each 

week from 9:00 am to noon.  



Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can  
share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

 
 

Please remember in your  
hearts and prayers: 

 
 

 

 

To Berneda Reed and her family on the loss of her twin sister.  

To Joel Moore and his family on the loss of his brother, Davis. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

+ Ralph, with 2nd round of Covid 

+ Roland, with broken hip, cancer 

and now Covid  

+ Laragene, with a broken arm 

+ Duncan and Cheryl , with issues 

+ Alyssa, struggling with Covid 

+ Samuel, with foot issues 

+ Brother-in-laws: 1 with cancer, 

other needing heart procedure 

+ Kevin, skin grafts not taking well 

+ Sara, with high risk pregnancy 

+ Sheila, with health problems  

+ A friend who needs to go on list 

for a kidney transplant 

+ Denise, long journey with healing 

+ Several family members with drug 

addictions 

+ Steve, had a heart valve and is 

struggling 

+ A mother with a new baby, 3 

children left an abusive situation 

+ Rusty, with Covid 

+ Eric’s mom in hospital with 

pneumonia 

+ Ansley with Covid 

+ Health care workers on front lines 

+ All those struggling with Covid 

+ Brenda, 2 emergency surgeries to 

remove blood clots in leg and aorta 

and amputated leg 



Deadline:  December 17, 2020  

Greeters 8:45 am   

Dec  6 –  Larry & Sue Ridge 

Dec 13 – Nancy Elsner,  

  Bonnie Farrow 

Dec 20 – John & Marcia Henson 

Dec 27 – Melissa & Travis Whalen 

 

Scripture Readers 8:45 am  

Dec  6 –  Dave Lewis 

Dec 13 – Carolyn Malaski 

Dec 20 – Mary Lou Martin  

Dec 27 – Cathy Metz 

 

Coffee Hosts 8:45 am  

Dec  6 –  ** See Note  

Dec 13 – ** See Note  

Dec 20 – ** See Note  

  ** See Note  

Dec 27 – ** See Note  

 

Ushers 8:45 am   

Dec  6 –  ** See Note  

Dec 13 – ** See Note  

Dec 20 – ** See Note  

Dec 27 – ** See Note  

Greeters 11:15 am   

Dec  6 –  Blair & Tracey Booth  

Dec 13 – Bob Halbedel, 

  Kris Supernaw  

Dec 20 – Denise Johnson  

  Jeff Welch  

Dec 27 –    

 

Coffee Hosts 11:15 am  

Dec  6 –  ** See Note  

Dec 13 – ** See Note  

Dec 20 – ** See Note  

  ** See Note  

Dec 27 – ** See Note  

 

 

Ushers 11:15 am   

Dec  6 –  ** See Note  

Dec 13 – ** See Note  

Dec 20 – ** See Note  

  ** See Note  

Dec 27 – ** See Note  

Worship Servants 

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe 
distancing practices we will not be needing 

ushers or coffee hosts for the month of 
December. There will still be no bulletins or 

passing of the plates. 
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