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Our Vision Statement 
 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  

the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ. 
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Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! Christ is RISEN! (He is 

risen INDEED). As Easter approaches, my heart is so full of hope. 

Both the hope that comes from the resurrection of Jesus, and also the 

joy-filled hope that comes each year as winter recedes and Spring 

begins to take over! For our various snow-birds who are returning 

from your warm winter abodes – do feel free to bring all that sunshine 

back with you.   

On that cheerful note, I have just three quick things I’d like to 

share with you this month. The first is our new sermon series! For the 

Month of April, following Easter, we will be launching into a series 

called “Homegrown Heresies.” As Christianity engages with culture 

around the world, sometimes our message can get muddled and even 

altered before it reaches the ears of well meaning Church folk. 

Common misunderstandings turn into little lies that we hear every 

day, and eventually they turn into popular beliefs – even though they 

are completely wrong! Each week we will examine a common belief in 

our culture that is actually entirely misunderstood. It’s a great series to 

bring a friend, and get ready to dive in!  

 The next thing I wanted to bring to your attention is actually a 

correction from last month. The Council of Bishops and other leaders 

in our denomination have a talent for changing everything just as soon 

as I have tried to make things clear. Last month I mentioned that the 

General Conference decision on the future of our church was 

postponed from May of 2020, to August of 2021. TWO DAYS after I 

sent my letter in the newsletter, the council of Bishops announced that 

they were changing the plan, and postponing the conference again 

until August of 2022. The one thing that remains true is that there’s 

not much for our church to worry about at the moment, but the 

leadership is paying very close attention and will keep you posted if 

there are any new developments. As always, if you would like more 

information or are curious for more details – just ask! ! I would love to 

chat and go more in depth on a one to one basis.  



Finally, we have yet another wonderful jam packed month of great 

things for this church… 

 

Easter Bunny Wave – Saturday, April 3 – 10:30am-12:30pm 

Come on out and see the Easter Bunny! We’re very excited to 

continue the tradition of bringing in the Easter Bunny to say hi to all 

the kids. Last year we introduced it as a socially distant event and it 

was very popular! Bring your friends, bring your kids – it should be a 

wonderful event!  

Blessing Of The Animals – Sunday, April 11 – 3-4pm 

Bring your pets (and if you don’t have any then bring your favorite 

stuffed animals) and come on out for a blessing! I’m looking forward 

to meeting all of your furry family members and we will take a 

moment to pray together for them as well. Another great event to 

bring kids, grand kids and friends.  

Youth Chopped Challenge – Sunday, April 18 

Our youth group is participating in a socially distant Cooking 

Competition. Each team will get a basket of ingredients, as well as 

some “pantry” items to help. They take the basket home, join the 

Cooking Competition ZOOM and we watch them prepare the meal 

with their team in their homes! Then the food is stashed in to-go 

containers and brought to the church for the waiting judges who will 

give their verdict over ZOOM as well. It promises to be a hilarious, 

safe, and hopefully delicious event.    

 

In this church we continue to look for ways to RISE UP, and I am 

looking forward to the future – but until then, I’ll “see” you on 

Sunday,  



Pastor’s Bookshelf  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to my bookshelf!  
 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,  but 

I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 
 

  

This month I’d like to talk about:  

Thou Shalt Not Be A Jerk By: Eugene Cho   

This book was a quick read that I picked up in the aftermath of the 

2020 election. For many folks, on every side of the aisle, politics is 

possibly the most contentious and aggressive part of their life. Never do 

we fight more passionately and more often than when the topic of 

politics comes up. And so, in response – a lot of people have written off 

the topic completely. Just don’t talk about politics. Avoid the issue 

completely. I’ll admit – this was my policy more often than not. But if 

we don’t talk about politics, we find ourselves unprepared when an 

election season forces the issue upon us. But how do we engage with 

politics as Christians in a broken world where both political parties give 

us significant reasons for disappointment?  

 

Eugene Cho was pastor of Quest Church in Seattle Washington for 

18 years. During that time, he and his wife started a non-profit called 

One Day’s Wages. He is a theologically conservative person living in one 

of the most progressive and left-leaning cities in America. In his ministry 

he has often been criticized because he does not come down on one side 

of the political spectrum. He walks the faithful line with authenticity.  

 

To be honest, it was a hard book to read – and I didn’t like all of it. I 

was challenged on the way I behave, the way I apply my faith to my life, 

and I was even challenged on the structure and nature of my prayer life. 

As the overview states, in “Thou Shalt Not Be A Jerk” Eugene 

“encourages readers to remember that hope arrived – not in a politician, 

system or great nation – but in the person of Jesus Christ.” I recommend 

this book for those who want to be challenged on the blending of faith 

and politics. 



 

Easter Sunday 
 

Apr 4     The Last Enemy To Be Destroyed  Acts 10:34-43  

               1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

 

Homegrown Heresies 
 

Apr 11    Jesus Never Said That           Hebrews 1, Genesis 1  

Apr 18   Grace Is For Good People       Matthew 9:913,  

      Romans 3:10-22  

Apr 25   You Just Have To Believe           James 2:19-24,  

      Mark 9:14-29  

May 2    God Gives Me Health & Wealth   Matthew 5:1-12 & 43-48  

April 
Sermon 
Series 



 

Please be sure to consider donating a brown bag (filled with 

pantry item) on/by Sunday, April 11th. All items will be 

donated to Flushing Christian Outreach Center’s pantry.  

April 11th, 2021 

Share The Love  
Brown Bag Sunday 

Possible items to include:  

Juice Cereal   Taco Kit 

Pancake Mix Syrup   Spaghetti 

Peanut Butter Jelly/Jam  Waxed Paper 

Crackers Soup   Napkins 

Raisins Cookies  Ketchup 

Canned Fruit Potatoes  Facial Tissue 

Canned Vegetables Jell-O   Paper Plates 

Macaroni & Cheese Pudding  Paper Towels 

Chili Beef Stew  Mustard 

Tuna Flour   Bathroom Tissue 

Sugar Rice   Canned Meat Pasta 

Spaghetti Sauce w/Meat Cooking Oil  Beans 

Hamburger/Tuna Helper Powdered Milk Canned Milk  



Bring your creatures, great and small,  
to the Blessing of the Animals! 

 
 

Humans and creatures of all ages are welcome 
 
 

• Bring your hamsters, dogs, cats, gerbils, birds, fish, ferrets, 

bunnies, turtles, lizards, etc. If you do not have a pet, bring a 

favorite stuffed animal that can be blessed. 
 

• For the safety and comfort of all, please make sure that you 

crate and leash your pet. Even though our furry friends are 

comfortable and loving with us, they may become a little scared 

with strangers, making them act differently in public. 
 

 

•  Weather permitting, we will be outside for this event, 

however, in the event of inclement weather, we will be moving 

into the church. Please remember your masks and social  

distance guidelines. 

• We are asking for pet supplies and cleaning supplies 

donations. All items will be given to the Genesee County 

Humane Society. Monetary donations are also welcome and 

will be given to the Genesee County Humane Society. 

 

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO DONATE: 
 

PET CARE SUPPLIES 
 

• Cat Toys 

• Nyla Bones 

• Kongs 

• Kitten Formula- KMR 1st Stage 

• Puppy Formula- Esbilac 1st 

Stage 

• Canned Food (Dog, Cat) 

• Dry Food (Puppy, Kitten) 

• Blankets 

• Kuranda Pet Beds 
 

Non-clumping Clay Cat Litter 

CLEANING SUPPLIES 
 

• Dryer Sheets 

• Bleach 

• Laundry Soap 

• Lysol Multi-Surface    

      Cleaner 

• Clorox Clean Wipes 

• Paper Towels 

• Garbage Bags 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday School News 
 

Families, 

Please remember to check the church's website for each month's 

newsletter and activities.   
 

Children are also encouraged to send an email to Mrs. Whalen with any 

prayer requests they might have. Children can have prayer requests for 

pets, friends, family, etc. Information regarding prayer requests are 

included in each week's lesson. 
 

VBS 
 

We are filled with hope that we will be able to have a summer VBS     

in-person this year. It will be a more scaled down version of VBS, but  

it will still be VBS. 
 

We need volunteers for this special event. We are planning to have VBS 

sometime in late July/early August. There will be a sign-up sheet in the 

church's lobby in the coming weeks. Below are areas in which we will 

need the greatest number of volunteers. Please consider volunteering in 

one of these areas.   

• Teachers (Lower and Upper Elementary) 

• Photographer- Take pictures to share and create slideshow to 

share with congregation. 

• Decorating Team- Assist with putting up decorations and tearing 

down 

• Games helper 

• Crafts 

• Creative Snack Creator – create ahead and deliver to VBS for a 

particular evening. Pictures will be shared of ideas. 

• Snack Helper – helps serve snacks 

• Registration— register children  

• Help anywhere needed. 

• Youth Helper (7th grade on up) 



 
 

Nursery Volunteers Needed 
 

Please help the parents of the littlest at  

Flushing United Methodist church get to service. 

 

We are in need of nursery volunteers. Please consider 

snuggling, cuddling and playing with God’s littlest and most 

precious treasures once a month (or more!). 

 

Contact Melissa Whalen of Pastor JJ for details. 

 

 
 

Photos Needed!!!!!! 
 

I would like to have pictures of our nursery and  

Sunday school children with their moms.  

Please make sure to send 3-5 pictures/child to 

melissawhalen@hotmail.com by May 1st.  

These pictures are going to be used in a special slideshow 

presentation for our mothers on Mother's Day. 



Finance Snapshot through February 2021 
 

Budget for 2021 - General Fund: $324,361 

 

February 2021: 

 General: $28,897 

 Capitol: $1,777 

2021 Apportionments: $41,297   

Please save your items for our sale.  
We are waiting to make sure it is safe to have a 
Rummage Sale this spring.  
We will keep you updated about our sale.  

UMW UPDATE and Thank You! 
Thank you to ALL who contributed to our “Shower for Heartbeat” 

through your money donations to the Crib Fund and/or actual new 

baby items. We collected $1370 for the Crib Fund!  This was 

amazing!  In addition, we were able to deliver at least a dozen cute 

outfits or sleepers and several blankets. Mothers of unplanned 

pregnancies who reach out to Heartbeat of Flint for help will be 

blessed by your gifts in their time of need. 

Thanks to each of you for your generosity in this effort! 

Flushing United Methodist Women 



Council on Caring and Nurturing Ministries 
 

The Council is comprised of leaders of each of the laity led ministries 

that include CarePartners, DivorceCare, GriefShare, Telecare, Helping 

Hands, Membership Secretaries, Prison Ministries, The Caring Post 

and Assisted Living Worship. Quarterly meetings are held to report on 

the activity of each ministry and to look for ways to work together and 

coordinate their efforts. The leaders work alongside the pastor to serve 

as the “hands and feet” of Jesus to reach out and minister to our 

congregation.   
 

DivorceCare, is a Christian based 13 week video and discussion 

support group where participants can find healing for the hurt of 

separation and divorce. They will find a safe place where caring people 

come alongside them as they learn to manage the emotional turmoil 

and gain practical tools for decision making.  
 

The support group is led by Marlene Cooper and Jeff Welch. They are 

finishing up the current session and will be offering a new class this 

coming fall.  Contact the church office for more information. 
 

Family Promise in The News 
 

Join Family Promise of Genesee County for Giving Day on April 

21
st 

. Giving Day is a 24-hour online campaign to raise awareness and 

funds for Family Promise. This is an opportunity for you to support 

FPGC in their goal of preventing families with children from 

becoming homeless. To participate and learn more about Giving Day, 

check on their web site.   
 

If you prefer to write a check or make a cash donation, you can place it 

in the offering or drop it off in the church office. Be sure to designate it 

for FPGC Giving Day. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help get the Day Center ready for a 

remodeling project. Before families return to the Center, the kitchen, 

bathrooms and floors will be getting some much-needed attention.  

FUMC is organizing a team to help get the area ready before the actual 

work begins. Contact Carolyn at 810-348-0653 if you are interested to 

work as a team, in a smaller group or even on your own. We are 

flexible.   
 

Family Promise is planning ahead for the safe return of families and 

volunteers to the host churches. We are hopeful that this can begin to 

happen this fall. FUMC is currently scheduled to host the week of 

Christmas.             



Rules: 
Time: 3:45—6 p.m. 

Location: pick up ingredients at church and cook at home. Judging 

will be back to Church.  

Ingredients: All ingredients in the basket must be used to get full 

points. Pantry ingredients can be anything at home. Going to the 

grocery/convenience/dollar/Any store is NOT allowed.  

Judging:  Judges will be watching the contestants by Zoom. Please 

answer their questions as you cook. Set up the camera so the majority 

of the action can be seen at all times.  

Points: 15 points for using all of the ingredients creatively. 15 points 

for taste. 5 points for team involvement. 10 points for presentation.  

References:  You can use social media or cookbooks for inspiration.   

Not Allowed: Professionals in any culinary field are not allowed to 

participate. Calling someone outside of the team during the challenge 

for help is not allowed.  



Name Date of Birth Name Date of Birth 

Scot Workman 1 Jason Keef 18 

Judith Keeler 3 Cindy Pratt 18 

Carmen Williams 7 Sarah Covert 20 

Barb Johnston 8 Taylor Fleury 20 

Patricia Wisenbaugh 9 Beth Prittie 20 

Linda Walters 11 Andrea Martin 23 

Doris Bramlett 12 Courtney Walters 23 

Bob Baker 13 Carol Grant 25 

Sienna Roman 15 Bill Vaughan 25 

Kyle Grindstaff 16 Taylor Venable 27 

Phyllis Lewis 16 Kayla Bigelow 28 

Carolyn Malaski 17 Dawn Hiller 30 

 

   

 Baptism: 

 Judith Keeler 

          March 21, 2021 

 
 

Corrected Phone Numbers: 
Hiller, Duane (810) 625-0598 

Hiller, Dawn (810) 223-3015 

Keeler, Judith (810) 659-6442 
 

Address Change 
Moore, Joel 

1520 Cedarwood Dr. Apt 230, Flushing MI 48433  

Notes 
from the 

Membership 
Secretary 

April 

Babies! 



Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can  

share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

 
 

Please remember in your  

hearts and prayers: 

 
 

Congratulations! Judith Keeler was 

baptized on Sunday, March 21, 2021. 

Welcome to our church family Judy! 

 

 

Thank You 
 

A heartfelt thank you to all those that provide meals to my son and I 

and for all those that drove me to therapy. You truly are the hands and 

feet of Christ! - Denise Sands 

 

Thank you for all the calls and card. Nice to know you care. 

- Harry Hulet 

+ Brian&Shawna-moving out of state 

+ Adam, been sick and praying 

cancer hasn’t returned 

+ Shane and Tony with Covid 

+ Continued prayers for Denise 

+ Chuck. Cathy & Chad with Covid  

+ Jemmalyn, with a gene mutation 

+ Gage, with Covide 

+ Lynne with bad kidney stones 

+ For Papa, who had a stroke 

+ Aeryn, having brain surgery due to 

seizures 

+ Groves family, with covid 

+ Cathy, recovering from surgery and 

a fall 

+ Joyce, with shingles 



Deadline:  March 25, 2021  

Scripture Readers 8:45 am  

Apr 4 –      

Apr 11 – Larry Ridge 

Apr 18 – Sue Ridge  

Apr 25 – Jim Rundell 

 

Greeters 8:45 am   

Apr 4 –  ** See Note  

Apr 11 – ** See Note  

Apr 18 – ** See Note  

Apr 25 – ** See Note  

 

Coffee Hosts 8:45 am  

Apr 4 –  ** See Note  

Apr 11 – ** See Note  

Apr 18 – ** See Note  

Apr 25 – ** See Note  

 

Ushers 8:45 am   

Apr 4 –  ** See Note  

Apr 11 – ** See Note  

Apr 18 –** See Note  

Apr 25 –** See Note  

Greeters 11:15 am   

Apr 4  –  ** See Note  

Apr 11 – ** See Note  

Apr 18 – ** See Note  

Apr 25 – ** See Note  

    

 

Coffee Hosts 11:15 am  

Apr 4 –  ** See Note  

Apr 11 – ** See Note  

Apr 18 – ** See Note  

Apr 25 – ** See Note  

 

 

Ushers 11:15 am   

Apr 4 –  ** See Note  

Apr 11 –  ** See Note  

Apr 18 – ** See Note  

Apr 25 – ** See Note  

Worship Servants 

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe 
distancing practices we will not be needing 

greeters, ushers or coffee hosts for the month  of 
April. There will still be no bulletins or passing of 

the plates. 
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