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Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! I always find myself around 

this time of year, reflecting on the year gone by. It might seem a little 

strange, seeing as July/August is right in the middle of the year – but 

in the Methodist tradition, Pastor’s usually begin a new appointment 

in July. So, last month marks the end of my third year and the 

beginning of my fourth year in ministry at this church. 

As I look back, I am once again baffled by the crazy year we have 

had. Two things stick out – (1) how hard is has been, and (2) how well 

we have done. First – let’s not ignore the obvious: This past year was 

HARD! We closed our building, and when we reopened we had mask 

requirements and pews that were roped off. Limited capacity and even 

different pieces of worship were missing. We haven’t had a children’s 

time in over a year, Sunday school has had to be completely digital, 

and it was a struggle to even have communion. We lost friends and 

family to COVID and other ailments. We went through an incredibly 

angry political election, and saw many important events get cancelled 

or postponed. This past year was abundantly, impossibly difficult.  

But the other piece that sticks out to me about this last year is how 

well you all have done! In the face of struggle, time and time again we 

have overcome. We found new ways to celebrate and fellowship. 

When we couldn’t be together physically, we found new ways to 

connect. We sent cards, and made phone calls – we drove by in parades 

and held bible studies outdoors in the summer. We dramatically 

increased our recording and livestreaming abilities. We showed the 

world that we are able to put aside partisan politics to sit next to one 

another and focus on Jesus in worship. We found creative ways to host 

men’s group (like building a boat!), and do Sunday school take home 

boxes. Our giving and attendance actually increased slightly in the last 

year, and so we dreamed big dreams and launched a whole capital 

campaign! We found ways to bring communion into people’s homes, 

and most importantly – we never, ever gave up.  



It was a monumentally difficult year, but we have done so well!      

I am very proud of you all, and because of your steadfast faithfulness 

both to God and to this church – I have every confidence that our 

church will be able to handle the hard work of rebuilding that has to 

happen as we move into the future.  

And so as we prepare for another year – I’d like to introduce our 

new vision statement for the 2021-2022 year. As I mentioned in the last 

newsletter, COVID-19 forced a season of pruning on us all. And while 

it can be so hard to see what is cut – it can be so helpful to find out 

what is essential in the life of a church. One thing COVID did for all 

of us, was help us redefine what it means to do church, to redefine 

what it means to be a church. It became very clear as we drew together 

in the difficult season – that the church is not a building, the church is 

not a program, the church is not even an overly-energetic pastor. You 

are the church. Each of you, and the connections you make. The way 

you love, the way you embody God’s love to one another and to the 

world. You are the church. I realized that this is what we need to keep 

our focus on as we rebuild in the upcoming year. Our vision statement 

for the next year is “We are the Church.”  

As we reopen our church, and as we slowly watch people return to 

weekly worship – I have a challenge for all of you. Despite all our 

outreach efforts, I know there are some people who are feeling 

forgotten by the church. And there is so much power in a personal 

invitation! To give someone a call, let them know they are welcome 

and you’d love to sit by them. If you know of someone who hasn’t 

been to church in a long time, whether they are a familiar face, or a 

brand new friend – please take a moment this month, and reach out to 

them. We are the church – and there is so much strength when we 

work together! Send them the livestream link, or save them a seat. We 

will rebuild together – because WE ARE THE CHURCH. I’ll see you 

on Sunday.  



Pastor’s Bookshelf  
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to my bookshelf!  
 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,   

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 
 

  

This month I’d like to talk about:  

The Explicit Gospel  

By: Matt Chandler 
 

“Gospel” is one of those words that gets thrown around a LOT in 

Christian circles, and sometimes it almost seems as though we are using 

the same word for completely different things. The word “gospel” 

literally means “good news” and Pastor Matt Chandler pushes back on 

careless usage of the word in this extremely well thought out, but 

practical book. Even for church folk, some of us may not have heard the 

fullness of the gospel message. 

 

He writes with both the UN-churched and the OVER-churched in 

mind. Sometimes folks sit in the pews for decades and still don’t quite 

have a complete handle on what the gospel of Jesus Christ really is. As 

Matt writes, “the gospel of Jesus is EPIC” and as Christians we have a 

responsibility to understand, with clarity, what that means.  

 

I read this book physically (not on an audiobook, or a kindle), and 

because it was physical – I took me a lot longer to get through. But over 

the months of reading, I can’t tell you how many times my poor wife 

had to listen to me get up from my reading chair and rush over to her to 

show her some new awesome thing that I found in this text. “Wow, look 

at this – I have to tell you about it right now!” 

 

As Pastor David Platt writes in a review, “Clarifying, convicting, 

comforting, and compelling. I wholeheartedly invite you to read this 

book and then to spend your life making this gospel explicit in every 

facet of your life and to every corner of the earth!" 



 
 
 
 
 

Sept 

12th
 



 
Life Groups 

Begins 

 September 12th! 
 
 

Basic Series: We Are Church 
Are we doing church the way the Bible instructs us? Are we supposed 

to gather in a building once a week to sing a few songs and hear 

someone else talk about God? Are we really supposed to take 

Communion facing forward in silence, eating dry wafers and drinking 

wine from tiny plastic cups? Is that the church Jesus ask His followers 

to create?  

Francis Chan takes on the practical aspects of the church, distilling the 

reality of God's design for the church into foundational truths that 

will challenge Christians to become the church described in Scripture. 

4 Sessions will be on:  

Fellowship, Teaching, Prayer, Communion  

 

More Life Groups are on the way! So watch for more 

groups coming soon! Sign-up sheets will be in the Lobby. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

JIM THOMAS' SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  
Jim Thomas is considering restarting his class this 

fall. The decision will be based on whether or not folks 

are willing to come to the classroom. He does not want 

to do a zoom class as he feel this restricts the very good 

discussions we have when we are all together in the 

same room. If you would like to see the class restarted, 

please let him know by phone (586-292-0183) or 

email at jim_jeanne2000@hotmail.com.   

We had started a video lecture series "The Holy Land Revealed".   

We can decide whether to continue where we left off or restart.  

New members are certainly welcome to join us. Let him know your 

thoughts so he can start planning.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

We will be having our 2nd Annual Blessing of the Backpacks on 

Sunday, August 29th, during both services. Any student, regardless of 

age or grade, homeschooled or public schooled, is encouraged to bring 

his/her backpack to church. School supplies may be placed inside the 

backpack, too. We are also encouraging educators and administrators 

to bring in their workbags on this particular Sunday. We want our 

students, teachers, and principals to have a positive start to this 

upcoming school year!  

Backpacks and bags will be placed at the front of the Sanctuary and a 

special prayer will be made over them.  

Calling All Sunday School Teachers! 
 

If you are interested in teaching Sunday School, there 

is a sign-up sheet located at the church's Welcome 

Center. We are looking for two teachers/age group. 

The age groups are K-1, 2-3, 4-5. There will be a brief 

meeting to explain your duties, as well as show you the 

curriculum. No one will enter this particular ministry blind. There 

will also be a Safe Sanctuary training in the fall. Date and time is TBD. 



Join us for live music with food trucks! 
 
 
 
 
 

Aug. 8 & 15  Aug.  8 & 22     Aug. 1 & 15 





Family Promise of Genesee County 
 

FPGC continues its’ mission to provide support for families in our 

community who are homeless. Major events sponsored by FPGC raise 

the necessary funds for the programs and activities that provide 

opportunities for families to regain and maintain their independence.    
 

Give Me Shelter Run/Walk 
Join in the 5K event Saturday, August 14th at Abernathy Park in 

Davison and support Family Promise of Genesee County. The scenic 

course is flat and fully paved on trails that wind through the park. The 

5K is one of two major fundraisers for FPGC. Crim Fit vouchers are 

accepted in preparation for the Crim. 

Check for more details and registration forms at bit.ly/

givemeshelter5K or at the bottom of the FPGC website under Learn 

More. The race features a free Kids” Super Hero” Fun Run at 8:00 

followed by the run/walk at 8:30. A free pancake breakfast is served 

and on-site child care is available. The deadline for entry is August 

12th. 
 

Golf Fore Families 
Tee Off to End Homelessness at FPGC’s 2nd Annual Golf Scramble 

Friday September 10th at the newly renovated Atlas Valley Golf 

Club.  Registration information is available on the FPGC website 

under Learn More. You can also get detailed information and register at 

bit.ly/fpgcgolf.   

Let’s plan to have at least one foursome to represent FUMC. Contact 

Carolyn at 810-348-0653 if you are interested in joining a group or 

already have a foursome together.   

Registration information for both the Run/Walk and Golf 

Scramble is also available on the Welcome Center at FUMC.      

Any questions or for more details, contact Carolyn at 810-348-0653. 

Volunteers are needed for both events. Let us know if you can help. 

If you are unable to participate in either of the events, consider making 

a donation. Envelopes are available on the lit rack inside the front door 

and on the Welcome Center.  
  

1Fifty Benefit Concert  

Join us at Riverview Park in Flushing for the 8th Annual FPGC 

benefit concert Sunday evening September 12th. Thank you to our 

band at FUMC and Joe Williams for making this event happen.  More 

details available next month.   



Begins Tues, Sept 21 

6:30-8:30 pm  

$20 for workbook 

DivorceCare’s life-changing support/seminar groups guides those 

on the path of recovery after separation or divorce. Gain hope 

for your future as you heal from the hurt in a warm caring 

environment led by people who understand what you are going 

through. To register: please see Marlene Cooper or Jeff Welch.

Mission Team Update 
Although Covid-19 made life difficult, the 

Mission Team was still busy. Here are some of 

the things we did and some plans for the future: 

• 3 Food Drives (Brown Bag Sunday) 

• Collected Money for 2 holiday meals 

• Sponsored 5 families for Christmas 

• Handed out water for the  

       Black Live Matters March 

• Continued to support all the different mission projects we have 

supported in the past 

• Planning a Volunteer In Mission training on Nov. 6, 2021 

• Working toward a Mission Trip...possibly in Jan. 2022 
 

Thank you, Church, for being so supportive of all these mission 

projects! If you have any questions about any of our projects, feel free 

to ask Marlene Cooper. 

Endowment Funds Available  
 

If you have an idea for a project or 

program and need funding, consider 

applying for a grant from the 

Endowment Committee.  November 1st 

is the deadline for submitting grants for 

2021. 

Applications are in the Endowment 

mailbox outside the office.           

 



Items 

Flushing 

Christian 

Outreach 

Center 

Is  

Collecting: 

 

Name Birth Date   Name Birth Date 

Ruth Brown 11   Sam Keef 13 

Mercedes Finnegan 1   Darin Everett 17 

Carol Walker 3   Dylon LaBelle 17 

Kathryn Lockhart 4   Ed Nixon 18 

Chris Pritt 4   Chloe Buning 19 

Marty Covert 5   Thomas Hundley 19 

Jim LaBerge 5   Gary Whitmire 19 

Carl Pierce 6   Ellen White 20 

Betty Weber 6   Dorine Miller 22 

Shaina Marie Wilson 6   Jennifer Roman 22 

Karen Florida 7   Daren Hawley 24 

Gary Schlicht 7   Dan Machir 24 

David Eavy 8   Floyd Schmitzer 26 

Sally Krueger 9   Ralph Hammer 27 

LillieAyn Smith 9   Bob Peterson 27 

Valerie McCarty 11   Kris Supernaw 27 

Christie Dover 12   Lynne Whitmire 30 

Nina Martin 12   Ryan Daily 31 

Bonnie Wisenbaugh 12       

August 
Babies! 



   

   

 
 
 

 
     Updated Phone Number      Baptisms 
       Keane, Kevin & Carol  Crandell, Gerald  

          Cell: 810-919-6648     on 07/18/2021  

 

 Withdrawn from Membership Puls, Camden Mark 
       Dearing, Gary & Lore      on 07/25/2021 

Notes 
from the 

Membership 
Secretary 

Finance Snapshot through June 2021 
 

Budget for 2021 - General Fund: $324,361 
 

Received in June 2021:  General: $20,698 Capitol: $3,434 

Received YTD: $ 178,562 

2021 Apportionments: $41,297   

100% current on 2021 payments! 

August 
Sermons 

 

Aug 1     Acts 3:1-26 

No Longer at Beautiful 

 

Aug 8     Acts 4:1-22 

Ordinary Men 

 

Aug 15    Gen 37:2-11, 18-28   

Favoritism 

 

Aug 22    Gen 39: 1-20 
Potiphar’s House 

 

Aug 29    Gen 40:5-23 
Interpreting Dreams 

August 1 & 8 

August 15, 22 & 29 
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www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

+ Dan, starting radiation treatments 

+ Kurt, diagnosed with liver cancer 

+ Marie, with severely bruised ribs 

+ Hunter, for peace from his 

fathers passing 

+ Shawn, has pain due to a 

debilitating arthritis like disease  

+ Joe, diagnosed with leukemia 

+ A friend who is pregnant with a 

history of several miscarriages. 

+ Patty with breast cancer now 

needs a kidney  

+ Mary, with bone cancer  

+ Roland, recovering from surgery 

May this family be uplifted by our prayers. 

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can 

share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

Please remember in your  

hearts and prayers: 

To the friends and family on the death of Robert Dasen,.  

With great thanks to all of the volunteers involved 

with this year's I Wonder VBS. Thank you to our 

actors and actresses, our nursery helpers, our 

choreographer, our group leaders, our game leader, 

our craft leaders, our lesson leader, our decorators,  

our set-up and take-down volunteers, our chefs, our 

photographer, our youth helpers, our registrars, our nursery, Flushing 

UMW for the ice cream donations, and to our soundboard. Thank you 

to all of you who were able to donate items, be they food or other 

supplies, they were greatly needed, and you supplied them. Thank you 

for those who prayed. Thank you to the parents who were able to stay 

and just be present during VBS. It was a new endeavor for me as 

Christian Education leader, and I am so very grateful for support.  

Thank you so very much, from the bottom of my heart.  

Melissa Whalen 



Deadline:  August 26, 2021  

Scripture Readers 8:45 am  

Aug 1  – Melissa Whalen 

Aug 8  – Laurel Allyn 

Aug 15  – Cheryl Butts 

Aug 22  –  Carol Dick 

Aug 29  –  Sue Durling 
 

Greeters 8:45 am   

Aug 1 – Travis & Melissa Whalen 

Aug 8 – Bill & Rose Dessinger 

Aug 15  – ** See Note  

Aug 22  –  ** See Note  

Aug 29  –  ** See Note  
 

Coffee Hosts 10:00 am  

Aug 1 – ** See Note  

Aug 8 – ** See Note  

Aug 15  – ** See Note  

Aug 22  –  ** See Note  

Aug 29  –  ** See Note  

Greeters 11:15 am   

Aug 1 – Jeff Welch  

Aug 8 – ** See Note  

Aug 15  – ** See Note  

Aug 22  –  ** See Note  

Aug 29  –  ** See Note  

 

Coffee Hosts 10:00 am  

Aug 1 – ** See Note  

Aug 8 – ** See Note  

Aug 15  – ** See Note  

Aug 22  –  ** See Note  

Aug 29  –  ** See Note  

 

  

Worship Servants 

Greeters has been reinstated! 
We need “No Contact Greeters” for both Services 

and volunteers for Coffee Hour at 10 AM. 

If you would like to serve, sign up sheets are  

on the Welcome Center in the Lobby.  

 

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe distancing practices 

we will not be needing ushers for the month of August. 

There will still be no bulletins or passing of the plates. 
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