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Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! As summer winds down, 

and the fall schedule kicks into gear – I wanted to take a moment to 

talk about what happens when we unplug from God. 

 A few weeks ago there was a terrible storm that swept through on 

a random Wednesday night. The next morning I learned a new word 

as we all saw the devastation that a “micro-burst” can cause. For my 

little section of Flushing, it meant that we lost power for almost three 

full days. Not to mention the fact that it was one of the hottest 

stretches we saw in all of August. Around my house – a lack of power 

meant spoiled food and no air conditioning. Truly I am grateful that 

with this supportive community surrounding us - it was more of an 

inconvenience than a devastation - but I learned a few things. 

When there was no power, and the temperature was so high with 

no air conditioning – our house was full of cranky toddlers. When it 

was so hot it just seemed to sap all the energy out of my little family. 

We just sat around and sweat. Have you ever experienced this? It was 

exhausting, even when we were doing nothing. But then on Saturday 

afternoon, when the power came back, and the air conditioning roared 

to life – it had a dramatic affect on our moods. Suddenly, with the 

power restored, even though it was the end of a very busy week – I 

was happier, had more energy and just felt better all around. It was 

almost as if the psychological release, letting go of the stress of that 

week was more important than the actual return of electricity. 

It’s no secret that our world has been through some tough times. 

With COVID and all the ripples of affects in our lives, I know that so 

many people are just absolutely exhausted. And it’s not about getting 

enough sleep – we are weary in our souls. We are tired on an 

emotional and psychological level that has little to do with our 

physical bodies. It’s a lot like we’ve lost power. We are exhausted, even 

when we are doing nothing. And much like my toddlers on a hot day, 

that can make us all a little cranky.  



 But I noticed a curious thing over the summer. Folks were 

going on vacations – and they would come back and they were STILL 

burned out. People were finishing huge projects or seeing COVID 

restrictions go away – and still we are just as weary. Rather than 

welcoming good news with cheers and jubilation, we can barely 

muster a slight “yay.” The power has returned, but the air conditioner 

hasn’t kicked on. We are still exhausted, even when we are doing 

nothing. 

I think one of the big pieces that explains our soul-weariness is that 

during the power outage, we have unplugged from God. Major life 

events have a way of disrupting our normal routine. Maybe we stop 

working out, stop doing daily devotions, fall out of habit of going to 

church, or step back from the life giving connections of community. 

But if we don’t plug back into God, our true source of life, we will 

continue to find ourselves exhausted and burnt out – no matter how 

much the rest of our life has returned to “normal.” And so as we look 

at what the fall will look like – I want to encourage you to start fresh. 

Commit to making God a priority and let him recharge your life! Go 

to church every Sunday! Make time with God a priority, talk to him, 

read his book. These aren’t meant to be draining obligations but rather 

outlets for us to plug into God’s charging station. They are meant to 

be life giving activities that bring you closer to the life giver. 

The last thing I wanted to note is that another reason so many of 

us are so tired is because the pandemic is still very much a reality in 

our society. Though many pieces of “normal” life have returned – the 

fight is not over just yet. As I encourage you to “plug in” to God’s 

presence, I hope it is understood that we must also continue to be safe 

and smart in the WAY we plug in. If you are not comfortable with    

in-person worship, then I still encourage you to go to church every 

Sunday – but join us through our livestream! Make recharging your 

soul with God a priority, using the method that is best for you and 

your family at this time.   



Pastor’s Bookshelf  
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to my bookshelf!  
 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,   

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 
   

This month I’d like to talk about:  

The Great Sex Rescue  By: Sheila Wray Gregoire  
 

    “I’ll admit I’m a bit torn when I recommend this book. On the one 

hand – it is FANTASTIC. It is incredibly useful, and I think extremely 

needed in the church world. On the other hand – it’s about sex, and 

very explicitly so. If it was a film, it would probably receive a PG-13 

rating. With the understanding that it IS a book about sex, and it is not 

a shy book – I do highly recommend it. I believe it can dramatically 

increase the quality of the sex lives of married people in our 

congregation, it can create healthy expectations for those who hope to 

be married one day, and can help those committed to single-ness and 

celibacy understand what their married friends might be going 

through.  

    The subtitle of the book is “the lies you’ve been taught and how to 

recover what God intended” – and Sheila and her co-authors (Joanna 

and Rebecca) spend a good deal of time debunking false teachings that 

come from other religious resources on sex and a healthy marriage life. 

Not only is it full of important things for us to learn, they also can 

guide you through some unhelpful (and maybe even harmful) 

teachings you might need to UN-learn as well.  

    I listened to the book on audiobook, but about halfway through I 

realized I wanted to purchase the physical copy as well. There are 

helpful charts, and workbook style questions for couples to work 

through together. I recommend couples who are interested, read this 

book together, and work together on the study questions at the end.  

The church is long overdue for some healthy, comprehensive teachings 

on what sex can look like in a Jesus loving, committed marriage – and 

this book is a great starting point. ”  



 
 
 
 
 

Sept 

12th
 



 
Life Groups 

Begins 

 September 12th! 
 
 

Basic Series: We Are Church 
Are we doing church the way the Bible instructs us? Are we supposed 

to gather in a building once a week to sing a few songs and hear 

someone else talk about God? Are we really supposed to take 

Communion facing forward in silence, eating dry wafers and drinking 

wine from tiny plastic cups? Is that the church Jesus ask His followers 

to create?  

Francis Chan takes on the practical aspects of the church, distilling the 

reality of God's design for the church into foundational truths that 

will challenge Christians to become the church described in Scripture. 

4 Sessions will be on:  

Fellowship, Teaching, Prayer, Communion  

 

More Life Groups are on the way! So watch for more 

groups coming soon! Sign-up sheets will be in the Lobby. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

JIM THOMAS' SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  
Jim Thomas is considering restarting his class this 

fall. The decision will be based on whether or not folks 

are willing to come to the classroom. He does not want 

to do a zoom class as he feel this restricts the very good 

discussions we have when we are all together in the 

same room. If you would like to see the class restarted, 

please let him know by phone (586-292-0183) or 

email at jim_jeanne2000@hotmail.com.   

We had started a video lecture series "The Holy Land Revealed".   

We can decide whether to continue where we left off or restart.  

New members are certainly welcome to join us. Let him know your 

thoughts so he can start planning.   



Calling All Sunday School Teachers! 
 

If you are interested in teaching Sunday School, there 

is a sign-up sheet located at the church's Welcome 

Center. We are looking for two teachers/age group. 

The age groups are K-1, 2-3, 4-5. There will be a brief 

meeting to explain your duties, as well as show you the 

curriculum. No one will enter this particular ministry blind. There 

will also be a Safe Sanctuary training in the fall. Date and time is TBD. 

September Sermon Schedule 
 

Dreams of Desolation 

[There and Back Again, Part I] 
 

Date: 09.05.2021 (communion) Title:  Scarcity and Abundance 

Scripture:  Genesis 41:14-36 

 

We Are The Church 
 

Date: 09.12.2021  Title: Fellowship  

Scripture 1:  1 Peter 4:7-11, Scripture 2:  John 17:20-24 

Date: 09.19.2021  Title: Teaching 

Scripture 1:  1 Peter 2:1-5, Scripture 2:  1 Timothy 1:1-7 

Date: 09.26.2021  Title:  Prayer  

Scripture 1:  Ecclesiastes 4:4-10, Scripture 2:  James 4:1-5 

 







Family Promise of Genesee County 
 
 

 

Golf Fore Families 

Tee Off to End Homelessness at FPGC’s 2
nd

 Annual Golf Scramble 

Friday September 10
th

 at  Atlas Valley Golf Club.  Registration 

information is available on the FPGC website under Learn More.  You 

can also get detailed information and register at bit.ly/fpgcgolf or find 

registration forms on the Welcome Center at church.    

Let’s plan to have at least one foursome to represent FUMC.  Contact 

Carolyn at 810-348-0653 if you are interested in joining a group or 

already have a foursome together.   

Any questions or for more details, contact Carolyn. Volunteers are 

needed, let us know if you can help. 

If you are unable to participate or volunteer, consider making a 

donation.  Envelopes are available on the lit rack inside the front 

door and on the mission table in Fellowship Hall.   

 
  

1Fifty Benefit Concert  

Join us at Riverview Park in Flushing for the 7
th

 Annual FPGC 

benefit concert Sunday evening, 6:00 PM, September 12
th

.   Thank 

you to our band and Joe Williams for making this event happen.      

See the flyer on the next page! 

 

GriefShare Co-Leader Opening 
GriefShare is an important ministry not only for our congregation but 

the community as well. FUMC has offered numerous sessions of 

GriefShare over the years to help those who experience loss.      

Anyone who has an interest and a heart for helping others are 

encouraged to contact Mary Lou Martin or call her at 810-869-5396 for 

more information. You can also go online to GriefShare for additional 

details about the program.   

 
Food Train Leader Opening    

The Food Train was established when members of our congregation 

expressed a need for a few meals to help during an illness or when 

recovering from medical care.  The good news is that we already have a 

list of volunteers who can be contacted to provide a meal. What we are 

looking for is someone to coordinate the Train. Contact Kris 

Supernaw or call her at 810-691-2519 for more information.   



Begins Tues, Sept 21 

6:30-8:30 pm  

$20 for workbook 

DivorceCare’s life-changing support/seminar groups guides those 

on the path of recovery after separation or divorce. Gain hope 

for your future as you heal from the hurt in a warm caring 

environment led by people who understand what you are going 

through. To register: please see Marlene Cooper or Jeff Welch.

 



Items 

Flushing 

Christian 

Outreach 

Center 

Is  

Collecting: 

 

NAME DOB   NAME DOB 

Franky Rowley 1   Norm Griffin 17 

Sophie Schwartz 1   Rick Drubin 17 

Carlos Martin 3   Wayne Nixon 18 

Dianne Ensign 3   Jack Merrifield 20 

Joe Dorman 5   Jared Pieknik 21 

Harry Hulet 7   Dennis Kleinedler 27 

Ashley Bigelow 8   Marilyn West 27 

Matthew Messina 11   Brooke Daily 28 

Pat DeMoss 12   Chase Hopkins 28 

Richard Buning 12   Jacinda Kitts 28 

Karen Champagne 14   Samuel Kitts 28 

Aiden Rowley 15   Sophia Groves 28 

Peggy Blanchard 15   Carole Dewley 29 



Finance Snapshot through July 2021 
 

Budget for 2021 - General Fund: $324,361 
 

Received in July 2021:  General: $33,049 Capitol: $1,377 

Received YTD: $ 194,936 

2021 Apportionments: $41,297   

100% current on 2021 payments! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the lovely luncheon provided for the Thompson family 

and friends at the memorial services for Elaine Thompson. We 

appreciate your kindness. Sincerely, 

Joyce Thompson Leech & family 

(sister to Gilbert) 

 

Thank you to all the guys who came out to our property to help us 

clean up the mess in our yard after the microburst came through.  

(We had 10 trees damaged including one that fell on our house).  

While we still have more to clean up, you helped us get so much of 

this done. There are no words that can express how appreciative we 

are of our Flushing UMC family! - Bill & Rose Dessinger 

Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

+ Deanna, with lung cancer 

+ Barb, lung clots in leg and lung 

+ Jim B, recovering from bowel 

surgery 

+ Lisa, waiting for pathology 

report following colon surgery 

+ Jerry, recovering from prostate 

surgery 

+ Amanda, has a carotid dissection   

+ Hannah, needs healing after 

tooth removal 

+ Tom, possible clot in brain and 

stroke 

+ Cathy, Richard and Grayson 

with covid 

+ Kent, with cardiac issues 

+ Edith, with acute cerebellar 

ataxia from a GI virus 

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can 

share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

Please remember in your  

hearts and prayers: 



Deadline:  September 23, 2021  

Scripture Readers 8:45 am  

Sept 5  –  Dave Lewis 

Sept 12  –  Carolyn Malaski 

Sept 19  – Mary Lou Martin 

Sept 26  –  Cathy Metz 
 

Greeters 8:45 am   

Sept 5 – ** See Note  

Sept 12  –  ** See Note  

Sept 19  – ** See Note  

Sept 26  –  ** See Note  
 

Coffee Hosts 10:00 am  

Sept 5  –  ** See Note  

Sept 12 – ** See Note  

Sept 19  – ** See Note  

Sept 26  –  ** See Note  

Greeters 11:15 am   

Sept 5  –  ** See Note  

Sept 12 – ** See Note  

Sept 19  – ** See Note  

Sept 26  –  ** See Note  

 

Coffee Hosts 10:00 am  

Sept 5  –  ** See Note  

Sept 12 – ** See Note  

Sept 19  – ** See Note  

Sept 26  –  ** See Note  

 

  

Worship Servants 

Greeters has been reinstated! 
We need “No Contact Greeters” for both Services 

and volunteers for Coffee Hour at 10 AM. 

If you would like to serve, sign up sheets are  

on the Welcome Center in the Lobby.  

We are looking for volunteers who would like to be 

put on a regular schedule for coffee hour. If you are 

interested in serving, please sign up in the lobby and 

we will email you a schedule. Also, there is a sign up 

sheet to serve in September. Please sign up today! 
 

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe distancing practices 

we will not be needing ushers for the month of August.  
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