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June 2022 

Sunday Worship 
8:45 am Traditional Service & 11:15 am Contemporary Worship 

Join us either online or in-person 

Facebook.com/FlushingUMC or Youtube.com/user/flushingumc 

Our Vision Statement 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  

the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ. 

Church Staff 
 

Lead Pastor   JJ Mannschreck          Office Manager  Rose Dessinger 

Director of Music    Christie Dover                             Custodian   Marlene Cooper  

Christian Ed. Director  Melissa Whalen                    Play Place Coordinator     Sarah Covert 

Play Place        Chloe Covert, Ellie Allyn, Ashley Sweers, Ellie Allyn     

Happy Father’s Day!! 



 Greetings from the desk of the Pastor!  I feel like I blinked and 

suddenly summer has arrived. May was jam packed and FULL of 

celebrations. We are not a huge church, but boy do have we some 

vibrancy within these walls. As we shift towards summer I, for one, 

am looking forward to those sunny days and a (slightly) lighter 

schedule full of enjoying all the good things God has given us. 

 When I was a kid, I remember it was always so hard to focus in 

school for those last few weeks. The rain and mess of Spring melts 

away and the outside world becomes so beautiful – it can be hard to 

focus on your studies! I think even as adults, we get a similar mentality 

as the seasons change. Even writing this newsletter from one of my 

favorite downtown coffee shops is taking twice as long as it probably 

should because I keep staring out the window at the blue sky and our 

wonderful downtown life. 

 However, as we gear up for the months of summer fun, filled 

with vacations and time outside – I want to encourage you to stay 

vigilant in your walk with God! The world is loud and noisy and 

distracting, but there are so many wonderful ways to grow closer to 

God – even in the summer months. If you want to be outside – bring 

your bible! (or your favorite bible app). If you go for a walk on the 

flushing trail, maybe take a moment to praise God for the 

magnificence of the trees and the splendor of the river babbling as it 

flows by. If you are physically able – please come join us in worship 

every Sunday! If you are unable (whether through sickness or vacation 

distance) please join us digitally! The modern world is full of fantastic 

resources for Christians and if you want to grow closer to Jesus – you 

can! Let your faith become a firm foundation on which you stand, no 

matter where you find yourself in the summer months. 

 Vacation and travel is a wonderful thing – but that doesn’t 

mean we should move God to the back burner of our life. Whatever 

you do and wherever you go – make sure you carve out time to make 

God a priority in your life.  



 

Summer may be a time of many vacations, but our church will still be 

a bustling place! We have some wonderful events coming up that I 

wanted to draw your attention to. 

Summerfest 2022! – Flushing’s annual summer celebration kicks off 

with a parade on June 8th, and our church is having an ice cream social 

to follow. Then there’s Kid’s Day on June 9th (where we will be 

providing our portable Gaga Pit). The beloved local rock band 

“1Fifty” will be performing on Friday evening (at 5pm) AND Sunday 

afternoon. Put it all together and our church is involved in almost 

every single day! 

Worship On The Riverfront! – W//R is returning for their 

FOURTH year of Sunday evening outdoor worship experiences. Our 

very own 1Fifty will be kicking us off on June 26th at 6pm. We will 

have games, music and maybe even some gift card giveaways! What I 

really love about this is that it’s a chance for different churches to 

come together and offer worship to the entire community.  

Nursery Graduation! (June 5) – This is a brand new event in our 

church. We have a number of students who have “aged out” of the 

nursery over the course of the pandemic. Our amazing nursery staff 

have been very understanding and flexible (even allowing the kids to 

stay when they were a little too old). However, we want to officially 

recognize their graduation from nursery and their entrance into our 

worship experience! They will also be able to enjoy Kid’s Church 

during the sermon, instead of heading back to the nursery. I see this as 

a celebration, but also a call to action! The number of little’s in our 

church is growing – and so we have a need to expand our children’s 

ministries. Please consider volunteering for the Nursery, Kid’s Church 

or even Sunday School. Contact Melissa Whalen for more details.  

Our church will be a bustling place full of life in the next few weeks, 

but until then – I’ll see you on Sunday.  





VBS 
 

July 25th-28th  

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

If you would like to volunteer or help donate supplies, 

please contact Melissa Whalen.  



June Sermons and Scriptures  
 

June 5:   The Value Of Elbow Grease Proverbs 10:1-11 

June 12: Powerful Words   Proverbs 12:14-28 

June 19: Downwind of the Sewage Treatment Plant 

      Proverbs 25:12-22  
 

 

Origin Stories Part 5 

June 26: I Have A Story To Tell  Acts 17:16-26  

Our NEW 2022  
Phone Directory is here! 

 
Please make the following changes to the new directory: 

 

Address & Phone # Change: 
Hynes, Erba 5191 Woodhaven Ct. Apt 808, Flint MI 48532 

(810)285-8818 

 
Removed (Deceased) 

Jones, Carolyn  

 



We will be participating 
throughout the festival. 

Come and join us for 
one of these events: 

 

June 8th: Ice Cream Social  

On Wednesday evening (after the 

parade at 7 pm), join us here at 

the church for ice cream! 

 

June 9th: Kids Day  1 - 3 PM 

Join us for some fun with our 

Gaga Pit game!! 

 

June 10th & 12th: 1Fifty Band 

Join us at 5 PM on Friday 

evening and Sunday afternoon 

for great music with our very 

own 1Fifty Band. 

Items 

Flushing 

Christian 

Outreach 

Center 
is  

collecting: 

 



 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Bookshelf   
Welcome to my bookshelf!  

 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,   

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 

 

This month I’d like to talk about:  

The Way Of Abundance  

by Ann Voskamp 

  

I want to be very honest up front and admit that this book was a little 

outside of my comfort zone. I have a lot of respect for Ann Voskamp 

as a Christian leader and author, but her books are not necessarily my 

“style.” She’s pretty famous and leads a very successful ministry – you 

might even call her a “Christian celebrity.” Take that celebrity status 

and the title of the book “The Way of Abundance” and I came in very 

hesitantly. I thought it was going to be a watered down text with 

superficial theology that might make me feel good but not truly help 

me grow closer to God.  
 

I COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE WRONG. I was shocked at 

the depth this book contained. The book is not about financial wealth 

or “living your best life” – it’s about how to live abundantly in the face 

of INCREDIBLE pain and heartbreak. Drawing from her own 

experience, she has crafted a poetic and powerful devotional that I can 

guarantee will move your heart closer to our creator God.  
 

It's laid out like a 60 day daily devotional, so it’s less of a book to read 

and more of an incredible devotional journey. I was brought to tears 

(multiple times) by her authenticity and her stunning ability to cling to 

her beloved God in times of overwhelming trial and struggle. While I 

was reading this book, our church had been going through a season of 

significant loss (many funerals, one right after another). This book was 

a ray of sunshine that overwhelmed me, brought me to my knees and 

taught me to cling to Jesus. I highly recommend it, especially if you are 

struggling and want to know how to find abundance during 

challenging times. 



Finance Snapshot through April 2022 
 

Budget for 2022 - General Fund: $347,459 
 

Received Mar 2022:  General: $30,109 
 

2022 Apportionments: $40,333   

100% current  

Main Entry Remodel Received: $156,990 

 

Name Day of Birth   Sue Martin 13 

Dorothy Byard 1   Lorie Goodale 15 

Hunter Whalen 1   Tom Lawrence 15 

Nathaniel Kleinedler 2   Amos Mannschreck 15 

Kris Rundell 3   Liam Mannschreck 15 

Karen Shovels 3   Tramell Ferguson 16 

Skylar Alexander 4   Alyssa Stamm 16 

Ethan Guerra 4   Tara Fleury 18 

Jeff Welch 4   Ty Wildman 18 

Ella Schwartz 5   Carsyn Murray 19 

Madison Kegler 6   Kaleb Buning 20 

Jake Martin 8   Madison Pritt 20 

Sue Durling 9   Sid Roman 20 

Marcia Henson 10   Sandra Drubin 22 

Dan Alsager 12   Chris Osterman 25 

Charlotte Anderson 12   Barry Trantham 25 

Mark Malaski 12   Mike Workman 25 

B a b i e s !  



Updates From Upstairs 

This is the section of our newsletter where I (Pastor JJ) will try to keep 

you informed on some of the denominational kerfuffles going on at the 

district and global levels. These are very important conversations, but 

do not necessarily affect the day-to-day work of church life. 

 I have two big things I want to talk about today. First, an 

update on the listening sessions that happened in May. As some of you 

may have heard, I decided to excuse myself from those listening 

sessions because I felt I could not participate in good faith. A few 

weeks prior I received some very bad news about the financial burdens 

placed on Churches that would like to leave for the GMC. I was 

frustrated and disappointed that the financial situation was prohibiting 

churches from leaving if they wanted to. I decided to step back until I 

could process this bad news and not speak from a place of anger. I did 

collect myself later and sent out a few notes to keep people informed.  

 As of right now, the options for the future of our church are 

actually quite limited. Even if we WANTED to vote to join the Global 

Methodist Church – we cannot because of the financial hurdles. 

HOWEVER, we will be having an all church meeting in 

September to discuss this issue and take a survey poll to get a feel 

for the will of this congregation. This will be a VERY important 

meeting, and I encourage everyone to make time to have their voice 

heard. The leadership of this church will make significant and 

impactful decisions based on what we learn from that town hall 

meeting at the end of the summer. 

 Secondly, I wanted to address another question I have heard a 

lot during these conversations. Over and over I have heard, “Will 

LGBTQ people be welcome in the Global Methodist Church?” or “If I 

am LGBTQ will I have to leave this church?” I want to be VERY 

clear. The CURRENT policies of the church on LGBTQ inclusion 

will remain almost identical if a church joins the Global Methodist 

Church. If you were able to be in this church yesterday, and if you 

enjoy being in this church today – you WILL be welcome to stay in a 

Global Methodist Church as well. The United Methodist Church is 

currently a DEEPLY traditional church, and the Global Methodist 

Church is seeking to carry on that legacy.  



One thing that has become a key refrain for me is “We are voting on 

denominational policies, we are NOT voting on whether or not we 

love one another.”  

But let’s dive a little deeper on that - what ARE the UMC policies?    

In our Book of Discipline, in a section called “The Social Principles” 

under a sub-heading called “The Nurturing Community” there is a 

paragraph on Human Sexuality. It’s too long to include here, but I’d 

like to highlight some important parts:  

It starts, “We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons.  

We call everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift.”  

Notice that we do not start the conversation with shame or blame,   

but that we emphasize sexuality as a gift from God that we need to 

steward responsibly.  

It continues, “We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred 

worth, created in the image of God.” I want you to really hear these 

words. EVERYONE, no matter who you are attracted to, or what 

choices you have made in your life – you are of sacred worth and 

created by a God who loves you.  

It continues, “The United Methodist Church does not condone the 

practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible 

with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. 

We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, 

forgiving and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. 

We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian 

and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in 

ministry for and with all persons.” The theology here means that I 

will never perform a same sex marriage, but I want you to hear the 

heart written into this. We do NOT reject someone because of their 

attractions. We are called to love ALL LGBTQ brothers and sisters 

and offer them the same grace from God that every single one of us 

needs. A disagreement on sexual ethics is not intended to be a rejection 

of an entire person. I want to call all of you – regardless of where you 

stand on LGBTQ inclusion to welcome and love ALL people into 

God’s grace. You’ll see more on this as we move forward as a church, 

but for now, I’m looking forward to the future. 



 

Each year, we do ministry at our local jail. If you would like to join 

Teresa Casteel, please call her at 810-293-4970. 

Article 1 of the Flushing United Methodist 

Church Endowment Fund Charter states, 

“The Endowment Fund is created and exists 

solely for charitable purposes of The Church 

with its principal objectives being the 

promotion and development of religious, 

charitable, and educational activities; and for nonrecurring purposes 

not regularly budgeted. 

 

The fund has been in existence since late 1990 and is currently valued 

at approximately $55,600.  At the present time, funds are invested in 

the United Methodist Foundation-Michigan.  Earnings are awarded as 

grants for various local church activities consistent with Article 1 of 

the Charter.  Since inception and through the end of 2021, $10,200 has 

been awarded. 

 

Since only earnings are awarded as grants, the fund continues to grow 

with your gifts and donations.  That, in turn, generates additional 

earnings available for grants.  Truly the “gift that keeps on giving.”  

Please consider the Flushing United Methodist Church Endowment 

Fund in your financial planning and when drafting your will or trust. 

Endowment 
Fund 



  
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated, donated to      

and/or volunteered in our walk-a-thon! 

Over $3800 was raised for missions!! 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Thank you! In our time of sorrow, your cards phone calls, 

text messages, flowers and prayers were greatly appreciated. 

The service was beautiful and the ladies group did an 

amazing job with the food and table arrangements.  

We received many compliments.  

— Sue Johnson & the family of Al & Carolyn Jones 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Thank you (a bit late) to all who donated new items to 

UMW’s February ingathering for Heartbeat Mission in 

Flint. We had 23 onesies (shirts), 19 outfits and 16 sleepers 

PLUS LOTS of other items for children. 

—Nancy Elsner 

 



Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

+ Robin, issues with nose bleeds-

waiting until Aug for surgery 

+ Brandi, for removal of cancer 

+ Diane, in need of hospice care 

+ Fred, rushed to emergency 

+ Sue, stage 4 bladder cancer 

+ Lisa, recovery from procedure 

+ Amber, blood clots in legs 

+ A daughter who broke a leg in  

2 places 

+ An aunt in car accident, severely 

injured 

+ Continued prayers for Quinten 

+ School friend with seizures 

+ Pat having back surgery 

+ Cathy, feeding tube put in 

+ A friend found out no more 

treatment for her cancer 

+ Patsy, awaiting biopsy results 

+ Travel mercies 

+ Patty, had recent heart surgery 

now has covid 

+ Granddaughter needs more 

treatment 

+ Prayers for Ukraine, Gaylord, & 

Buffalo 

+ Job opportunities 

+ Families of all who passed away 

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can 

share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

Please remember in your  

hearts and prayers: 

May these families be uplifted by our prayers. 

To friends and family on the loss of member, Carolyn Jones. 



 

Deadline: June 23, 2022  

Scripture Readers 8:45 am 
 

June  5 – Carol Dick  June 19 – Dave Lewis 

June 12– Carolyn Malaski  June 26 – Sue Durling 

 

The Scripture Readers Jul-Dec 2022 schedules have been 

emailed. Please let the church know if you need a copy of 

the schedule. 

Worship Servants 
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