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July-Aug 2022 

Sunday Worship 
8:45 am Traditional Service & 11:15 am Contemporary Worship 

Join us either online or in-person 

Facebook.com/FlushingUMC or Youtube.com/user/flushingumc 

Our Vision Statement 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  

the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ. 

Church Staff 
 

Lead Pastor   JJ Mannschreck          Office Manager  Rose Dessinger 

Director of Music    Christie Dover                             Custodian   Marlene Cooper  

Christian Ed. Director  Melissa Whalen                    Play Place Coordinator     Sarah Covert 

Play Place        Chloe Covert, Ashley Sweers,      



 Greetings from the desk of the Pastor!  As many of you know, 

every July I celebrate the anniversary of my arrival in Flushing as your 

pastor. I have officially completed my FOURTH year as your pastor 

and am now entering my fifth year. It may not seem like that long, but 

as a young pastor - this is the longest I have been in a single church as a 

leader. I cannot express how grateful I am for this incredible 

community and how wonderful you all have been for my family and I. 

For the first time in my life, we have started to put down roots with 

long term plans because we have found a place we hope to call home 

for many years to come. 

 This year our vision statement is “Today’s footprint, is 

tomorrow’s legacy.” This will be our guiding principle for the 

upcoming year – the fact that where we put our feet today will 

determine the legacy we leave for the church of tomorrow. Today’s 

footprint is tomorrow’s legacy. If we want to see revival in this church 

tomorrow, we have to plant those seeds today. 

 I’ve been thinking a lot about revival in the church. There has 

been so much struggle – economic troubles with gas and groceries, 

social unrest, political divisions and even trouble up at the 

denominational level of our church. And yet – even with all these new 

problems, the solution remains the same. The recipe for revival in the 

church is the same as it has ever been: Trust in Jesus, and make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I recently 

wrote a series of blog posts called “How To Experience Revival In 

Your Faith” (which you can access by clicking https://

www.thesimpleton.org/post/how-to-bring-revival-to-your-faith).  

 To plant the seeds of revival in your faith (and in the life of the 

church) – to make today’s footprint, tomorrow’s legacy – there are 

three things you must do. We must know Christ (feed the spark in 

worship), follow Christ (fuel the flame through Christian education), 

and Share Christ (feel the warmth through outreach and missions). It’s 

the process we use to grow personally, but also the manner in which 

we bring life and growth to our church as well.   

https://www.thesimpleton.org/post/how-to-bring-revival-to-your-faith
https://www.thesimpleton.org/post/how-to-bring-revival-to-your-faith


 

Plant the seed, experience REVIVAL in your faith – no matter what 

else is going on in your world, it is still possible to grow closer to God. 

Today’s footprint is tomorrow’s legacy.  

Here are some upcoming events and announcements 

 

July 10th – Pizza With the Pastor! 

There is a lot of confusing information swirling around about the 

future of our Church and the United Methodist Church as well. After 

second service on July 10th, I will be in the fellowship hall with a pile 

of pizzas and time to answer any questions you might have. I’ll also 

give a presentation on recent developments. 

 

August 21st – OUTDOOR WORSHIP and POTLUCK! 

Last year we tried a new thing, and we worshipped outside on our 

beautiful lawn, and then hosted a gorgeous potluck while the church 

kids played on the new playset we had built for them. It was such an 

incredible success that we felt we simply must do it again. We will 

have a combined worship service at 10am, with a potluck to follow!     

I hope you can join us for this delightful tradition.  

 

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICES 

Another tradition we have not utilized in a long time is combining 

worship services for the month of August. There have been a lot of 

requests for this, but I resisted because the worship styles are just so 

different. However, I’ve decided that this year it will be very life giving 

and joyful to combine our worship services (for 5 weeks only) so that 

we can gather as a full and united church at the end of the summer. All 

services will be held indoors (except for August 21). 

 The world is still pretty chaotic, but inside the walls of 

Flushing United Methodist Church we are going to keep loving God 

and loving our neighbor. We will plant the seeds of revival by 

knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ every chance we 

get. Because today’s footprint is tomorrow’s legacy. I’ll see you on 

Sunday.  



Holiday Hours 
 

The office will be closed Monday, July 4th. We will be open 

that week from Tuesday—Thursday 8:30am-4pm. 



Vacation 
Bible 

School 
 

July 25th-28th  
6:00 - 8:00 PM 

 

Registration forms will also be coming out soon. 

If you would like to volunteer or have any other 

questions, see Melissa Whalen for more information. 

 

If you would like to help donate snack supplies,  

look for a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center. 

Below is a list of needed items for VBS: 

Quantity 
Needed 

Item 

4 Large (24 oz) containers—Vanilla Yogurt 

4 Boxes - Animal Crackers 

2 Packages - 3 oz. Dixie Cups 

2 Packages Large (5 or 7 oz) - Dixie Cups 

2 Packages - Small Paper Plates 

2 Large Packages - Napkins 

2 Large Boxes - Raisins 

2 Bags of Mini - Chocolate Chips 

3 Large Tubs- Cream Cheese  



 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Bookshelf   
Welcome to my bookshelf!  

 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  

*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,   

but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 

 

This month I’d like to talk about:  

What If Jesus Was Serious?  

by Skye Jethani 

This is a FANTASTIC and challenging text! Skye Jethani is a former 

pastor, and contributor to Christianity today who is now an author 

and successful podcaster. He co-hosts a podcast called the “Holy Post” 

with Phil Vischer (the creator of Veggie Tales) – which I also highly 

recommend. To give you an idea of how much I enjoy Skye’s work: I 

listened to one of his books DURING HOLY WEEK (arguably my 

busiest week of the year), and I couldn’t put it down! It was so good I 

finished it in just a few days and then immediately grabbed another 

one. I can foresee Skye rising to one of my all time favorite authors. 
 

I listened to this book on audiobook, but I almost wish I had 

purchased the physical copy – because apparently there are all sorts of 

doodles and illustrations to serve as a visual guide to this book.  
 

The book has a very simple premise – Skye walks through the 

teachings of Jesus and repeatedly challenges us “Well, wait – what if 

Jesus was serious about what he just said?” It reads almost like a daily 

devotion – with lots and lots of short chapters, each one about a fresh 

topic and teaching of Jesus that so many Christians ignore or overlook. 

In fact, I recommend you treat it as such. If you pick up a copy, try 

reading it as a daily devotional. Read a chapter, and be challenged by 

the text for a day.   
 

The book was fairly successful, and it led to a series of books with a 

related titles including, “What if Jesus was serious ABOUT 

PRAYER?” and “What If Jesus was serious ABOUT THE 

CHURCH?” Having read the first one, and loving it, I’m excited to 

pick up the next one when I get the chance.  



UMW is selling it's current inventory of Rada Cutlery at 25% off!  

Check out the table in Fellowship Hall where it is displayed to see 

there are pieces you need or want for yourself or a gift!  Please note 

that our prices are already cheaper than you can order Rada for 

online. So, this is a real deal! *Also, be aware that we will no longer 

keep stock available at the church. However, if there is something you 

need or want in the future - See Nancy Elsner. Orders can be placed 

thru her with a $25 minimum order. 

Prayers Shawls 

If you like to knit or crochet, your talent can be put into a wonderful 

ministry by making prayer shawls or lap blankets. Our number 

available is getting very low and so, we need your service! There is also 

yarn available at no cost to you! Please see Nancy Elsner if you would 

like to serve in this way! 
 

Boys Shorts & T-Shirts for Kenya Needed! 

Dr. Duane Allyn is going to Kenya again this year to serve in a hospital 

there and while there will deliver dresses for girls in an orphanage next 

to the hospital. Dresses for the girls are already made! United Women 

in Faith will be collecting shorts & t-shirts for the boys at the 

orphanage. We need boys sizes 6, 8, 10 & 12.  Shorts with elastic waist 

bands are preferred. Please NO CAMOFLAGE & NO Disney or 

other Super Hero Characters. Watch for sales if you would like to 

help! But, please do not bring to church until August or when you see 

the bins in FH for collecting. 

Flushing UM Women in Faith News  



 

Origin Stories - Part 5 (NIV) 
 

July 3:    Who Else Needs To Hear?          Acts 18:1-11  

July 10:  A Little Town Called Ephesus    Acts 19:23-34  

July 17:  Super Interesting Sermon      Acts 20:7-12  

 

There And Back Again - Part 4: Plagued (CSB) 
 

July 24:   A Bit Dramatic       Exodus 7:6-13  

July 31:   Fickle Hearts, Persistent God    Exodus 8:24-32  

Aug 7:    Hand To God       Exodus 9:22-35  

Aug 14:  No Half Measures       Exodus 10:3-11  

 

Origin Stories - Part 6 (NASB) 
 

Aug 21:   Jerusalem Or Bust       Acts 21:10-16, 27-36  

Aug 28:  This Is My Story       Acts 2-9, 22-29  

Sept 4: We’ve Got To Get Rid Of This Guy Acts 23:1-11, 12-22 

Sept 11:  Better Than A Bribe       Acts 24:10-21, 22-27  

July & Aug Sermons and Scriptures 



Servants Wanted 
 

Look for sign-up sheets 

in the lobby’s   

Welcome Center for 

ways you help: 
 

• Coffee Hour: Provide coffee and snacks (provided)  

    between services. Sign-up or see Marlene Cooper for info. 

• Kids Church for 1st Service: Remember those kids we just 

welcomed from the nursery to service? We want your 

help… take them outside to play, downstairs to play a 

game or whatever you’d like to do.   

• Community Garden: Our Garden WAS planted but we   

    need help weeding, watering, pruning, picking, etc. 

• Flower beds: Do you like to garden? Come and help to 

water, weed, etc. the church flower gardens and landscape. 

No experience needed. Help provided. Tools available.  

There is a diagram of the areas needing attention available 

in the lobby. Contact Carolyn at 810-348-0653 or Rusty 

Eavy at 810-513-0121 for more details. 

 

Here are other ways to serve: 
 

• Life Group leaders: We are looking for more leaders!          

    If you would like to start a new group, see Pastor JJ. 

• 2nd Service Musicians: Do you sing? Play an instrument  

    like the guitar? Then please see Pastor JJ/Christie Dover. 

• Lockwood (3rd Monday’s) & Hyde Park (2nd Monday’s)  

servants: We are restarting the worship service once a 

month to these 2 senior communities. Please see Pastor JJ. 

• Vacation Bible School: See Melissa Whalen for ways you 

can help! We are ALWAYS in need of more volunteers! 



Updates From Upstairs 

This is the section of our newsletter where I (Pastor JJ) will try to keep 

you informed on some of the denominational kerfuffles going on at the 

district and global levels. These are very important conversations, but 

do not necessarily affect the day-to-day work of church life. 

Here are a few main points to recap the conversation so far: 

-As a denomination, we are voting on denominational policies,    

we are NOT voting on whether or not we love one another. 

-A good rule of thumb to keep love a priority in these 

conversations is to imagine that your words are being heard by    

all sides. 

-The UMC is CURRENTLY a “traditionalist” denomination, and 

the Global Methodist Church is seeking to carry on that legacy. 

The social policies of the Global Methodist Church will be almost 

identical to the CURRENT policies of the United Methodist 

Church. 

-The Book of Discipline in the UMC states, “We implore families 

and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members 

and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with  

all persons.” A disagreement on sexual ethics is not a rejection of 

an entire person. 

In early June there was a gathering called Annual Conference in 

Traverse City – where 1,600 clergy and lay delegates gather to do the 

business of the church. It was our first in-person meeting in a few years 

and it went fairly well. However, afterwards I noticed a lot of clergy 

and lay people took to social media to attack people from the “other” 

side. There were posts from conservatives claiming that people who 

want to stay in the UMC don’t really believe in the bible. There were 

posts from progressives claiming that people who want to leave the 

UMC must hate gay people and are very unwelcoming. Neither 

extreme is actually true. Social media has never been great for nuanced 

discussion, but what I hope you can realize is that the internet is 

designed to amplify the loudest voices, not the majority voices.    

Often the fringes and the extremes of every conversation are the 

loudest voices.  



The actual truth is that the majority of people fill a middle on most 

issues. We are not as black and white as some people believe. It’s 

important to keep this in mind when we are tempted to view people 

who disagree with us as an enemy. 

There is actually a very simple way to counteract this problem: Focus 

on people, not platforms. Our church is full of both people who 

identify as progressive and people who identify as conservative (and a 

whole bunch more in the middle who line up with different 

perspectives depending on the topic). So when you hear something 

negative about one group or the other, ask yourself – does this line 

up with the actual person in my life who I know and love? Is this 

description real world, or is it a boogeyman from the fringes designed 

to get an extreme reaction out of me? Whatever label might come up 

(LGBTQ, institutionalist, traditionalist, conservative, progressive, 

whatever) – remember that there is a real human being attached to that 

label. Focus on people, not platforms. It is a challenging thing, but the 

truth is that these conversations can be done respectfully and even in 

disagreements, we are able to put aside our differences and focus on the 

redeeming grace of Jesus Christ. 

Trying to keep up with all the updates at the moment is a little bit like 

trying to write instructions on an Etch-A-Sketch during an earthquake. 

There are so many moving parts and so many things changing all the 

time. At this time it appears that any movement towards the Global 

Methodist Church will come with a disaffiliation cost. Most of the 

negotiations and alternative paths have been closed. There will be a 

Town Hall Meeting for our church on September 18th where we will 

present an impact report to the entire body of the church (how the 

decision will impact the church one way or the other) and take a 

survey to get a better understanding of the will of the congregation. 
 

The last thing I want to mention is that this conversation, while 

important, will not be a magic silver bullet that solves all the problems 

in the Church. Neither staying in the UMC, nor moving over to the 

GMC will create a revival in our church. The boots on the ground 

reality is that church growth is tough and getting tougher. Focusing on 

our process of knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ is 

what will bring healthy change and growth to our church – no matter 

what happens upstairs. 



 

Babies! 

Name 
Birth 

Month 
Birth 
Day   Name 

Birth 
Month 

Birth 
Day 

Wendy Meredith 7 2   Mercedes Finnegan 8 1 

Sydney Guerra 7 5   Carol Walker 8 3 

Jason LeCureux 7 5   Kathryn Lockhart 8 4 

Sharon Prittie 7 5   Chris Pritt 8 4 

Janet Swenson 7 5   Marty Covert 8 5 

Megan LeCureux 7 6   Jim LaBerge 8 5 

Anthony Butts 7 7   Carl Pierce 8 6 

Jaxyn Rowley 7 9   Betty Weber 8 6 

Jennifer Messina 7 10   Shaina Marie Wilson 8 6 

Grant Wildman 7 10   Karen Florida 8 7 

Mike Roman 7 11   Gary Schlicht 8 7 

Carol Dick 7 12   David Eavy 8 8 

Megan Kegler 7 13   Sally Krueger 8 9 

Alexis Alexander 7 14   LillieAyn Smith 8 9 

Dan Helmer 7 14   Ruth Brown 8 11 

Jerry Crandell 7 16   Valerie McCarty 8 11 

Bonnie Farrow 7 17   Meghann Cronk 8 12 

Bob Martin 7 19   Christie Dover 8 12 

Alta Parsons 7 20   Nina Martin 8 12 

Tracey Booth 7 21   Bonnie Wisenbaugh 8 12 

Sylvia Hathaway 7 21   Sam Keef 8 13 

Shirlee Peterson 7 21   Darin Everett 8 17 

Kelly Buning 7 22   Dylon LaBelle 8 17 

Josephine Davis 7 22   Ed Nixon 8 18 

       



Kurt Kegler 7 22   Chloe Buning 8 19 

Cheryl Butts 7 24   Thomas Hundley 8 19 

Benjamin Daily 7 24   Gary Whitmire 8 19 

Tara Eavy 7 25   Dorine Miller 8 22 

Sharlotte Hall 7 26   Jennifer Roman 8 22 

Kelsey Napier 7 26   Daren Hawley 8 24 

Denise Trantham 7 26   Dan Machir 8 24 

Tammy Workman 7 26   Floyd Schmitzer 8 26 

Bill McKay 7 27   Bob Peterson 8 27 

Steve Butts 7 28   Kris Supernaw 8 27 

Debbie Pierce 7 28   Tom Troxell 8 30 

Michele Wildman 7 28   Lynne Whitmire 8 30 

Larry Ridge 7 29   Ryan Daily 8 31 

Dianne Boerger 7 30         

Luke Casteel 7 30         

Mason Murray 7 30         

Katie VanPatten 7 30         

Finance Snapshot through May 2022 
 

Budget for 2022 - General Fund: $347,459 
 

Received Mar 2022:  General: $26,767 
 

2022 Apportionments: $40,333   

100% current  

Main Entry Remodel Received: $158,610 

 

Items 

Flushing 

Christian 

Outreach 

Center 

is  

collecting: 
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+ Jennifer with liver issues 

+ Sarah, still battling cancer 

+ Marianne, with health concerns 

+ Unexpected death of nephew 

+ Healing for Alyssa and Kyler 

+ Diane, with equilibrium issues 

+ Diane and her mom, Delores 

who is going into hospice 

+ Justine with breast cancer 

+ Amanda, awaiting heart 

transplant 

+ Brother-in-law in hospice 

+ Norma, circulation issue in legs 

+ Julie, for healing on wound 

+ Niece with 3 kids & divorcing 

+ Aunt Nona, to get strong & heal 

+ Greg, healing after heart attack 

+ Loren, healing from hernia 

surgery 

+ Step kids, who lost their mom 

+ Sister, who broke femur in hip 

+ Parents & family of a 17 yr old 

who died in a car accident 

+ Cathy, healing from foot surgery 

+ Boss, recovering from accident 

while on his Vespa 

+ Lisa, doing 2nd round of chemo 

after procedure on liver 

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can 

share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

Please remember in your  

hearts and prayers: 

Membership  
Secretary 

Notes 

Baptisms 
 
 

June 26, 2022 

 

Ezra James Mannschreck  

Asher David Mannschreck 



 

Deadline: August 25, 2022  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

      June 5   - 102  June 19 - 113 
          June 12 - 106  June 26 - 115 

Scripture Readers 8:45 am 
 

July  3 – Mary Lou Martin July 17 – Larry Ridge 

July 10– Ed Nixon   July 24 – Sue Ridge 

July 31 - Jim Rundell 

 

Aug 7 -  Sandi Rundell  Aug 21 - Melissa Whalen 

Aug 14 - Laragene Triplett Aug 28 - Laurel Allyn 

Worship Servants 

When you think ENDOWMENT, you think “life after me”.  Endow-

ment is really leaving a legacy!  How better can you give a gift in hon-

or of or in memory of or simply to say thank you?  Remember, too, 

that giving now will grow your initial gift into the future.  For more 

information, pick up a brochure from the literature rack in the lobby. 

 



F
L

U
S
H

I
N

G
 
U

N
I
T

E
D

 
M

E
T

H
O

D
I
S
T

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

4
1
3
 
E

 
M

A
I
N

 
S
T

 

F
L

U
S
H

I
N

G
 
 
M

I
 
 
4
8
4
3
3
-
2
0
2
9
 

   

_
 

_
 

    _
 

_
 

 
 

th
e

 V
is

it
o

r 
J
u

n
e
 
2
9
,
 
2
0
2
2
–
 
I
s
s
u

e
 
#
6
 


