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Our Vision Statement
Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and
the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ.

Be
to Him,
and

His name.
Psalm 100:4

Sunday Worship

8:45 am Traditional Service 11:15 am Contemporary Worship

Office Hours

Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Church Staff
Lead Pastor
JJ Mannschreck
Office Manager Rose Dessinger
Director of Music Christie Dover
Youth Leader Tramell Ferguson
Christian Ed. Director Melissa Whalen
Custodian Marlene Cooper
Play Place Director Lisa Luther
Play Place Sandy Abueita,
Sarah Covert, Hanna Nettleton,

With the election just days away, it felt prudent to open this
letter with John Wesley’s advice for elections. (It is amazing how that
man seemed to have a method or list for literally everything in life).
Back in 1774, John Wesley told a group of people his three rules for
voting in an election.
1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most
worthy.
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against.
3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that
voted on the other side.
I found these simple points both elegantly practical, yet also, perhaps,
a slight bit convicting. It has been a challenging election season. I pray
that if you choose to vote, that you do so while speaking no evil
against the other side or their candidate. Guard your heart and do not
let something like politics change who you are or how you love. I
personally am looking forward to a new month with no political ads,
mailings or text messages.
A few weeks ago, I was making breakfast in the kitchen and I
heard this terrible racket coming from the other room. Our home is a
very musical home, and my boys have a collection of toy
“instruments.” There’s a small plastic drum set in the living room, a
xylophone, a ukulele, maracas and even a tambourine. On this
particular morning, as I was busy frying some eggs, I heard our two
year old Amos smashing some sticks on to the little drum set while
our four year old Liam strummed his Ukulele. He only knows one
chord, and so he just played that dissonant note over and over while
singing one simple phrase on repeat: “Praise The Lord.” Soon enough
Amos had picked up the lyric and they were both shouting “praise the
lord” while making as much noise as those plastic toys could. I have to
tell you – it sounded TERRIBLE, but it was a beautiful moment.
There’s something refreshing about the reminder that it is not
always the quality of the performance, but rather the purity of the
heart behind it that matters. (Even if it gives me a headache). Our
church has been incredibly blessed, but we have not been without
struggle in the past few months. While we have continued to upgrade
our livestream abilities – many weeks the performance has not been at
the level we would prefer. Sometimes the audio is missing, or the video
is choppy. Our Sunday School program has been postponed yet again

due to concerns with teachers and the safety of the children. Many of
our support groups have been unable to resume, only a handful of Life
Groups are able to meet and many more troubles besides. And in those
moments it can be really easy to focus on the terrible quality of the
performance and forget what is happening: a beautiful collection of
church people doing the best they can in a difficult time.
I usually prefer to focus on the many blessings God has
brought to this church recently, but I did want to acknowledge the
difficulties with this helpful reminder: It is not always the quality of
the performance, but rather the purity of the heart behind it that
matters. As we move forward, as a church we will continue to adapt
and grow, learn and improve quality. (In much the same way, as my
boys grow we will teach them how to properly play those instruments
and help them find something resembling the proper key to sing in). I
cannot always promise a perfect performance, there will be headaches
along the way as we move into the future, but I can promise we here
in this church are doing the best we can with what we’ve got and we
will continue to adapt with flexibility to whatever challenges may
come.
Furthermore, on October 25th we had our Stewardship
Sunday. We spoke about what it means to live life with an open hand,
and discussed the coming launch of the capital campaign of our
church. One of the things I wanted to highlight is the creation of the
Capital Campaign Team – a group of motivated individuals who are
excited and committed to making this project a reality. If you are
interested in being a part of that team, please let me know – because
we have work to do.
Finally, I do have one quick request before I close this letter.
Recently I read in a book by Mike Donehey, “Sometimes
accomplishing less with our time, can mean loving the people around
us more meaningfully." As an avid lover of efficiency and to do lists,
someone who is always rushing off to the next task, this is extremely
convicting. I realized that I'm going to need to slow WAY down if I'm
going to get better at loving people. So I’m asking for your help. I
would like to slow down, and spend more time doing phone calls or
even zoom meetings 1:1 with folks from this church. If you would
appreciate a call – please let me know, and I’ll add you to my list! If
COVID’s going to be around for a while, I want to slow down and
learn how to love the people around me more meaningfully, but until
then – I’ll see you on Sunday.

Pastor’s Bookshelf

Welcome to my bookshelf!
Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.
*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,
but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.*

God, Greed (and the Prosperity Gospel)
by Costi Hinn
I read this book during the summer months as an audiobook
while jogging around my neighborhood. It’s a fairly quick read, and like
many other books I have read recently – it’s slightly auto-biographical.
Costi Hinn is the nephew of legendary televangelist, internationally
renowned faith healer, and prosperity gospel preacher Benny Hinn.
Costi grew up in the Pentecostal style worship of prosperity preaching,
and this book is his journey away from that false gospel to the actual
teachings of Jesus Christ.

For those who don’t know – prosperity gospel is the teaching
that God will give health and wealth to people who please him. They
assume if good things happen to you – God is happy with you. If bad
things happen – then God must be angry with you. It’s a very
dangerous teaching that is VERY popular in America, particularly with
television pastors. The prosperity gospel preachers are often fabulously
wealthy, and their ministries are often full of corruption. Costi gives us
a first hand, behind the scenes look at that world.

Costi’s journey towards the true gospel of repentance and
salvation through God’s son Jesus is so important. The compelling
force of actually reading the scriptures, combined with good teachings
from faithful mentors and a few jarring personal experiences brings
Costi to abandon the glammer of celebrity church leadership to the
humble life of faithfully serving God as a pastor. It’s an vital teaching
for anyone who lives in a first world country – where the temptations
of riches are so potent.

November
Sermon
Series
Journey With Jesus, Part III:
A Look In The Mirror (NRSV)
11/1/2020
All Saints Sunday

Who’re We Dealing With?

Luke 9

11/08/2020

Rise Up To Raise Up

Luke 10

11/15/2020

What Are You Made Of?

Luke 11

11/22/2020

Warnings And Encouragements

Luke 12

The Living Chrismon (NIV)
11/29/2020

Chi Rho

Luke 1:39-45
Luke 1:67-75

Family Promise-Changing Focus to Assist More Families:
This year alone, Family Promise of Genesee County (FPGC)
has assisted 478 total individuals (kids and parents) which is more than
the number of families they have helped since the program began in
2014! Not only do families who complete the FP program (graduates)
continue to receive assistance, FPGC is reaching out to additional
families to help them through the extra challenges they are facing due
to the pandemic.
Until we can safely host families in our churches the focus of
FPGC is preventing evictions and homelessness by helping families to
remain in their homes.
They are assisting in the following ways:
• Regular contact with “graduate” families- many who have been
hosted at FUMC
• Eviction prevention-assistance with past due rent/mortgage
payments that includes case management and education to prevent
future situations
• Move in help
• Use of the Education Lab with Wi fi access and computers
• Food and other supplies including a regular delivery of assorted
dairy products
• Other resources/referrals
• Weekly Story Hour for children every Wednesday afternoon
If you are aware of any families with children who reside in
Genesee County and need help, refer them to FPGC at 810-234-9444.
You can view a variety of short videos and learn more about
Family Promise on You Tube Videos for Family Promise on their
website.
If you are wondering how you can help to make a difference
for homeless families, go to the FPGC website for more information
and how to donate or contact Carolyn at 810-348-0653.

All Saints’
Sunday

Join us on Sunday, November 1st to help
celebrate the lives of those who have passed
since last All Saints’ Sunday. There will be a
video and we will light a candle for each saint
that has gone to be with the Lord.

FCOC Says “THANK YOU!”
Wow! FUMC provided a tremendous amount
of food and personal care items for our FCOC
families in crisis. Never have we needed the
support from the community as we do now.
Thank you for your generosity on Brown Bag
Sunday as well as all the other times you have
generously given to our outreach center.
Bless you all!

During the month of
we are collecting:

Sunday Worship
8:45 am & 11:15 am
Online & In-Person

ENDOWMENT FUND
Donations to the Flushing
United Methodist Church
Endowment Fund are invested
with a percentage of the earnings
being made available as grants to
all committees and activities of
FUMC (except regular on-going
budgeted items). In 2020, the fund was able to award two grants
totaling $2300. A grant in the amount of $1150 was awarded to the
newly formed men’s group, The Forge, to be used as start-up for their
projects and activities. The other grant, in the amount of $1150, was
awarded to the South Flint Soup Kitchen on behalf FUMC to assist in
providing food for their breakfast program. The Endowment Fund –
the gift that keeps on giving!
PS: A couple of noteworthy items:
(1) A new deduction for charitable donors who do not itemize when
filing their tax returns is available. If you do not itemize but make
a cash gift to charity (read FUMC Endowment Fund), you will be
allowed to take a special tax deduction of up to $300 per taxpayer
unit, to reduce your tax liability.
(2) (2) If You are 70 ½ or older, you may rollover up to $100,000 from
your IRA to charity (read FUMC Endowment Fund) this year
without paying any federal income tax on your gift and to satisfy
your RMD. Contact your custodian to make the transfer. Contact
Jim Triplett or Larry Ridge if you have questions.

Join us November 1st @ 1:00 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82156955936?
pwd=elQ3VFBjU2lFM2xlU2JJQUFqUGJIQT09
Meeting ID: 821 5695 5936

Passcode: 276033

Or by phone:
1(312) 626-6799

Thank you for all the
wonderful Staff Appreciation
cards, gifts, gift cards,
flowers, snacks, sweets and
treats and especially for the
drive-by Personal Parade.
We all feel so loved and encouraged by our church family.
(We may have added an extra pound or two.)
- Flushing UMC Staff

NOV 1ST AT 2 AM

TURN
CLOCKS
BACK

AND

Name
Date of Birth
John Henson
2
Ethan LeCureux
3
Ellie Allyn
4
Lisa Keef
4
Mary Lou Martin
4
Ray McCarty
5
Diane Nixon
10
Terry Ensign
10
Adalyn Kleinedler
12
Sarah Waterson-Machir
12
Carol Keane
13
Nolan Roman
13
Debbie Lester
14
Jeremiah Mannschreck
15
Jan Vaughan
17
Dick Champagne
18
Eric Finnegan
18

Name
Trenton Everett
Jan Bodis
Mary Schultz
Michael Judson
Sandra Mohr
Ellen Hulet
Mark Rowley
Dan Venters
Jan Kipp
Jim Graham
Justin Wilson
Larry Schack
Amy Kleinedler
Cole LeCureux
Natalie Napier
Tyler Walters
Lois Langtry

Date of Birth
18
19
19
20
21
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
25
29
29
29
30

Let Us Thank The Lord In Everything:
Let Our Lives Worship Him
Above All Things.
That Our Hearts May Find Rest
And Spiritual Joy;
And The Many Blessings
Jesus Christ Brings.
May We Find That Quiet Place,
To Bow Our Heads;
Praise His Name,
Our God More Than Wondrous;
That We May Live In His Presence;
Through The Son Of God,
The Comforter In Us.

Finance Snapshot through September 2020
Amount received YTD General: $30,513
Capitol: $2,003
2020 Apportionments: $47,397
Paid to date: $47,397

Not only have we have paid all of this years
apportionments early, but we have also paid all
of our 2020 mission pledges too!

Our Church Family

Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can
share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns.

Please remember in your
hearts and prayers:
+ Tony, needs surgery but has strep
+
+
+
+

in heart for burst abscess
Shawn recovering from surgery
Lindsey, fighting an infection
For the families of Claudia, Janet
and Melissa who all passed away
Cathy, on an antibiotic for this

+
+
+
+

bladder infection
Gabby, possible stroke during heart
surgery due to an aneurysm
Gene, unknown issues testing
Scott, who had a cancerous tumor
removed
Sister in nursing home has covid

To Cathy Metz, friends and family on the loss her husband, Joe Metz
on Oct 16 and as well as the loss of her father on Oct 2.
Jack Kann, friends and family on the loss of his wife, Janet on Oct 19.

Flushing UMC family,
My most sincere thanks for all the love & prayers and also for all the
food you provided for me and my family during this time. It is greatly
appreciated.—Denise Sands
Dear friends at Flushing UMC,
Thank you for your faithful and generous support of campus ministry
in Flint. It has been a different season...still fully online, but God is
working. We have 6 small groups meeting over Zoom, have been using
Instagram for outreach, and are trying new things with spiritual
formation. This week we launch a Greek (fraternity/sorority) small
group. I’m grateful for your partnership through it all.
Blessings.—Chad, InterVarsity
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Worship Servants
Greeters 8:45 am
Nov 1– Ruth Brown,
Alta Parsons
Nov 8 – Gerry & Dorothy Byard
Nov 15 – Bill & Sue Martin
Nov 22 – Harry & Ellen Hulet
Nov 29 – Barry & Cindy Pratt
Coffee Hosts 8:45 am
Nov 1– Jerry Todd, Dave Lewis
Nov 8 – Duane & Dawn Hiller
Nov 15 – Rusty Eavy, Judy Martz
Nov 22 –
Nov 29 – Jim & Laragene Triplett
Ushers 8:45 am
Nov 1– ** See Note
Nov 8 – ** See Note
Nov 15 – ** See Note
Nov 22 – ** See Note
Nov 29 – ** See Note
Scripture Readers 8:45 am
Nov 1– Laurel Allyn
Nov 8 – Cheryl Butts
Nov 15 – Carol Dick
Nov 22 – Mary Lou Martin
Nov 29 –

Greeters 11:15 am
Nov 1– Becky Stamm
Nov 8 – K. Supernaw,
Bob Halbedel
Nov 15 – Tom Lawrence,
Jeff Welch
Nov 22 – Lori & Joe Dorman
Nov 29 –
Coffee Hosts 11:15 am
Nov 1– Kris Burns,
Teresa Casteel
Nov 8 – Marlen Cooper,
Denise Trantham
Nov 15 – Becky Stamm
Nov 22 – K. Supernaw,
Bob Halbedel
Nov 29 – Jim & Melissa Belanger
Ushers 11:15 am
Nov 1– ** See Note
Nov 8 – ** See Note
Nov 15 – ** See Note
Nov 22 – ** See Note
Nov 29 – ** See Note

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe
distancing practices we will not be needing
ushers for the month of September. There will
still be no bulletins or passing of the plates.
Deadline: November 19, 2020
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