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Our Vision Statement
Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and
the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ.

Sunday Worship

8:45 am Traditional Service & 11:15 am Contemporary Worship

Join us either online or in-person
Facebook.com/FlushingUMC or Youtube.com/user/flushingumc
Church Staff
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JJ Mannschreck
Director of Music Christie Dover
Christian Ed. Director Melissa Whalen

Office Manager Rose Dessinger
Custodian Marlene Cooper
Play Place Coordinator Sarah Covert
Play Place Chloe Covert

Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! What an incredible April
we have had, and what an exciting May we have coming up. This past
month we did our very first Blessing of the Animals, where we met so
many furry family members and were able to pray together that they
would be blessed as they have blessed us. Following that we launched
into our very first Chopped Challenge for the youth group. It was a
hilarious, delicious success! We had six youth compete in pairs as three
teams of two. They took their basket ingredients home and created
delightful appetizers and jaw dropping desserts. The judges got to
watch the competition on ZOOM, and then the students returned to
the church for judging and a pizza party! Special congratulations to
our youngest competitors – Dylan and Kayden, who took home the
prize of Cops And Robbers gift cards. As a judge, I would personally
recommend ANY of those competitors to be your personal chef.
As the weather continues to warm up, we have a packed May
schedule as well! Take a look:
May 2 – Our wonderful worship director Christie is heading out to
visit her very first new grand-baby! While she is away – we handed the
set list for the contemporary service over to a local rock and roll group
– 1Fifty. They will lead worship at the second service on May 2nd.
We will also be having in person communion and perhaps a baptism
or two.
May 9 – MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY! Is there a better way to say “I
love you mom” than taking her to church? We have a few very special
celebrations planned, and we hope you can join us then!
May 16 – NEW MEMBER SUNDAY! After taking an 8 month
break for COVID related reasons, we reconvened our Confirmation
Class this spring as well has having our first new member class in over
a year! Come join us as we celebrate these wonderful human beings
and their presence and dedication in our worship services.
May 23 – GRADUATION SUNDAY! It has been a very unusual
year, but one thing remains true – we are very proud of our graduates.
We will take a moment in worship (and between the services) to

celebrate and honor those students as they take this next big step in
their journey.
I’m not sure we could fit anything more into the month of May –
but we might as well try. During the month of May we will be
prepping for a few activities that will take place later in the summer.
Take a look at some upcoming opportunities!
Community Garden – Our community garden is looking for
volunteers to tend to it during these summer months. We have four
adorable little plots on the west side of the building (near the Boat play
structure) and they will need tending this summer.
Sunday Summer Games – As Christian Education takes a break for
the summertime, and the weather warms up – we will be putting
together a series of outdoor games and activities for the kids to do
between worship services on Sundays. I’ve got our best elementary age
minds working on a list of favorite games – and we will probably need
a few adults to help chaperone the fun!
Outdoor Worship Services – during this upcoming summer, we hope
to put on 2 or 3 outdoor worship services. While this is still in the
planning stages right now – I am imagining a 10:00 service, perhaps
once a month, with a potluck luncheon afterwards. We have a
wonderful portable outdoor sound system, and we can fellowship
together afterwards while the kids play on the newly completed boat
playset. If you have ideas or would like to help with this outdoor
option – please feel free to let me know!
I did want to take a moment at the end of this newsletter to say a
quick word about COVID-19. While I am encouraged that so many in
our congregation have gotten the vaccination, and you all have done so
incredibly well with following the guidelines and social distancing –
we are not quite done yet. I personally received my second shot just a
week ago – and I highly encourage all of you who are able to get the
vaccine as well. As we fly into a fun summer in the sun – let us also
continue to observe all the safe practices necessary. So much to look
forward to! But until then, I’ll “see” you on Sunday,

Pastor’s Bookshelf

Welcome to my bookshelf!
Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.
*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books, but
I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.*
This month I’d like to talk about:
The Return of the Prodigal Son By: Henri Nowen
Henri Nowen is a very famous priest, author and teacher. I have read
many excerpts from his work when I was in college and in seminary.
However, this was the first time I ever picked up one of his texts
without it being attached to a school assignment.

I really only have one word to describe this book – beautiful. This work
is beautiful and I highly recommend it to you all. It reads like an
incredibly vulnerable devotional. Henri details his admiration for his
favorite painting by his favorite painter (The Return of the Prodigal Son,
by Rembrandt). As he describes the painting, he spends time walking
through the story found in scripture and finds ways to identify with and
learn from each character in the story.
Last summer I read Tim Keller’s fantastic book “Prodigal God” and was
surprised by how much I learned about this bible story I’ve heard a
thousand times before. Keller opened my eyes to new truths. After
reading that book, someone suggested Nowen’s work and said it would
do similar things for me – and they were right! Whereas Keller is more
academic and calculating, Nowen is incredibly spiritual. When I read
Keller I can feel my brain growing, but when I read Nowen I could feel
my heart growing.
The most significant truth that Nowen discovers in the story and in his
life is that the unconditional love of God the Father is incredibly
difficult for us as humans to accept and wrap our heads around. And
Nowen does a beautiful job demonstrating how amazing that love is.

Homegrown Heresies
May 2

You Just Have To Believe

May 9

God Gives Me Health & Wealth

Journey With Jesus, Part VI:
The Finale

May 16

Give It Everything You Got

May 23

The Night Before

May 30

A Very Good Friday

June 6

James 2:19-24,
Mark 9:14-29
Matthew 5:1-12 & 43-48

Risen

Luke 21: 1-11,
Luke 21: 12-19
Luke 22: 14-30,
Luke 22: 54-71
Luke 23: 1-12,
Luke 23: 26-49
Luke 24: 1-12,
Luke 24: 36-53

An important reminder from the Telecare Team…
If you are receiving a voice message from one of the
callers, please be sure to add their number to your
contacts or make a note of the number so that when
you get their call you will recognize the phone number
and take their call. Calls are made the 4th Thursday of
each month by members of the team.

“They are also filled with abundant joy, which has
overflowed in rich generosity”.-2 Corinthians 8:2

Church World Service
Blanket Sunday

Sunday, May 9th (Mother’s Day!)
To make a donation: Write CWS Blankets on the
memo of your check. Thank you for your support!

“And don’t forget to do good and share with those in need.”
-Hebrews 13:16

Items
Flushing
Christian
Outreach
Center
Is
Collecting:

VBS
We are filled with hope that we will be able to have a summer VBS
in-person. It will be a more scaled down version of VBS, but it will still
be VBS.
We need volunteers for this special event. We are planning to have VBS
sometime in late July/early August. There will be a sign-up sheet in the
church's lobby in the coming weeks. Below are areas in which we will
need the greatest number of volunteers. Please consider volunteering in
one of these areas. Teachers (Lower and Upper Elementary)
• Photographer- Take pictures to share and create slideshow to
share with congregation.
• Decorating Team- Assist with putting up decorations and tearing
down
• Games helper
• Crafts
• Creative Snack Creator – create ahead and deliver to VBS for a
particular evening. Pictures will be shared of ideas.
• Snack Helper – helps serve snacks
• Registration— register children
• Help anywhere needed.
• Youth Helper (7th grade on up)

Last Day of Sunday School

There is no more virtual Sunday School for this year. The last lesson
was on April 25th

Mother's Day Pictures

We have been asking our Sunday School children to send in pictures
of themselves with their moms. Each child may have 3-5 pictures.
Please make sure that pictures are sent to melissawhalen@hotmail.com
no later than May 2nd!

Are you interested in donating by texting? It’s
very easy and once you set it up the first time,
you’ll be able to skip all the extra steps!
See below for ways to give:

Please save your items for our sale.
We are waiting to make sure it is safe to have a
Rummage Sale this spring.
We will keep you updated about our sale.

UMW UPDATE and Thank You!

Thank you to ALL who contributed to our “Shower for Heartbeat”
through your money donations to the Crib Fund and/or actual new
baby items. We collected $1370 for the Crib Fund! This was
amazing! In addition, we were able to deliver at least a dozen cute
outfits or sleepers and several blankets. Mothers of unplanned
pregnancies who reach out to Heartbeat of Flint for help will be
blessed by your gifts in their time of need.
Thanks to each of you for your generosity in this effort!
Flushing United Methodist Women

Finance Snapshot through February 2021
Budget for 2021 - General Fund: $324,361
February 2021:
General: $28,897
Capitol: $1,777
2021 Apportionments: $41,297

Family Promise Volunteer Opportunity
Several of our volunteers are planning to help get the Day Center
ready for a remodeling project that will begin soon. We are in the
process of deciding on the day and times. You are invited to join us for
a few hours. There are many different jobs to be done so there is
something that everyone can do. For more information, contact
Carolyn at 810-348-0653.

FUMC Endowment Fund

While many Americans have
been financially impacted
negatively by the Covid
restrictions, many have not
and have found extra cash in
their pockets from the Cares
Act stimulus payments. Some
have given this extra money in
various ways to those
negatively impacted. Some have donated extra to various causes and
charities. Some have added to their savings and investment accounts.
And, yes, some have enjoyed a spending spree! If you find yourself in a
position of extra cash and pondering a use of it, consider a donation to
the Flushing United Methodist Church Endowment Fund. This fund
will invest your donation and use the earnings to help support
programs and projects of your church (last year the fund supported
increasing wi-fi coverage throughout the church, outdoor storage for
the community garden, and provided start-up funds for The Forge).
And consider, donations are deductible up to $600 for couples for 2021
in addition to your standard deduction.

Name

Day of Birth

Karen Hundley

20

Jim Alexander

29

Ruth LaBerge

24

Sarah Allyn

27

Edmund Lockhart

26

Chris Anderson

28

Terry Mathews

6

Sheila Bisaha

28

Alysha McCarty

11

John Boerger

8

Anthony Messina

15

Kristina Burns

7

Connie Roman

13

Gerry Byard

7

Sandra Rundell

12

Lori Dorman

13

Heather Shipley

19

Sue Eavy

4

Ace Shufelt

3

Nancy Elsner

7

Bill Sturgeon

7

Dawn Everett

5

Betty Thorson

28

Jessica Fleury

20

Brian VanPatten

21

Keith Goodale

25

Nan Venters

19

Ryan Hawley

22

Travis Whalen

15

Thank You

For Your Donations!
We brought 2 full car loads
to the Flushing Christian
Outreach Center - all
thanks to your generosity!
“Thank you so very much for collecting food for FCOC.
We have so many families in crisis. It is obvious that you all
care greatly for your neighbors. Your compassion is noted
and admired! Thank you for being an important part of our
ministry. You rock!” - Terry @FCOC

Notes
from the
Membership
Secretary
Address Change

Sands, Denise
Landings of Genesee Valley
4444 W. Court St. Apt 4102, Flint MI 48532

Our Church Family

Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can
share them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns.

Please remember in your
hearts and prayers:
Harry, waiting for biopsy results
Mary, with bone cancer
Sue, with shingles
Jason, with covid and pneumonia
Sherry, with covid
Jerry, with health issues
Brandi & Sawyer, recovering from
a motorcycle accident
+ Kayleigh, for healing and spirits to
be lifted
+ Cathy, double kidney infection
+ Family of Duane Relitz, who
passed away-founder of Mobily
Worldwide Project (formerly Pet
Project)

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

+ Mary, who lost 38 year old son
+ Janet, battling very rare/aggressive
form of cancer

+ Continued prayers for Brandy and
+
+
+
+
+

Shawn– from a motorcycle accident
(he is now awake from his coma!)
Frank, surgery took out 7 tumors
For a brother going into rehab.
Mary, has a severe kidney infection
Sister still going thru cancer
treatments
A woman who has 8 spots (breast
cancer), 7 of them now removed

+ A brother with mass in stomach
+ Continued prayers for Denise

2021 Phone Directory Is Here!
In case you haven’t heard, we finally have
a new phone directory. The are available
in the lobby. So come and get one while
they’re hot!
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Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org cell #: (248) 219-8598

Worship Servants
Scripture Readers 8:45 am
May 2 –Sandi Rundell
May 9 – Laragene Triplett
May 16 – Melissa Whalen
May 23 – Laurel Allyn
May 30 - Cheryl Butts

Greeters 11:15 am
May 2 – ** See Note
May 9 – ** See Note
May 16 – ** See Note
May 23 – ** See Note
May 30 – ** See Note

Greeters 8:45 am
May 2 – ** See Note
May 9 – ** See Note
May 16 – ** See Note
May 23 – ** See Note
May 30 – ** See Note

Coffee Hosts 11:15 am
May 2 –** See Note
May 9 – ** See Note
May 16 – ** See Note
May 23 – ** See Note
May 30 – ** See Note

Coffee Hosts 8:45 am
May 2 –** See Note
May 9 – ** See Note
May 16 – ** See Note
May 23 – ** See Note
May 30 – ** See Note

Ushers 11:15 am
May 2 –** See Note
May 9 – ** See Note
May 16 – ** See Note
May 23 – ** See Note
May 30 – ** See Note

Ushers 8:45 am
May 2 –** See Note
May 9 –** See Note
May 16 –** See Note
May 23 – ** See Note
May 30 – ** See Note

**Due to Covid-19, to ensure proper safe
distancing practices we will not be needing
greeters, ushers or coffee hosts for the month of
April. There will still be no bulletins or passing of
the plates.

Deadline: May 20, 2021
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