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Sunday Worship 
8:45 am Traditional Service & 11:15 am Contemporary Worship 

Join us either online or in-person 
Facebook.com/FlushingUMC or Youtube.com/user/flushingumc 

Our Vision Statement 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  
the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ. 

Church Staff 
 

Lead Pastor  JJ Mannschreck                      Office Manager  Rose Dessinger 
Director of Music  Christie Dover                             Custodian   Marlene Cooper  
Christian Ed. Director  Melissa Whalen                            Play Place Coordinator   Sarah Covert Play 
Place  Chloe Covert, Ashley Sweers   



 

     Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! Despite the gloomy weather, in 

our hearts and around our homes – fall is often one of my absolute favorite 

seasons. From apple picking to wearing layers, pumpkin spiced treats and 

yes – even those ridiculous Halloween decorations that perhaps show up a 

little too early – it’s a very festive time of year. 

     In light of the recent town hall meeting, the survey that went with it and 

the resulting plan of action for our church – I think the greatest question 

on a lot of our hearts and minds is “Okay, so what now?” (If you missed 

the memo – the town hall survey revealed that we did not have the super 

majority required to successfully disaffiliate, and so we will remain a 

traditional leaning United Methodist Church). So many of us are asking – 

what’s next? To begin to answer this question it is important that we admit 

that we are all hurting. In every family, there have been disagreements since 

the beginning of time. Just as no family is immune from this reality – 

neither is a church family. Now is the time for Flushing UMC to begin the 

healing process and come together – no matter if your survey said 

“traditionalist” or “affirming” or if you specifically avoided filling one out. 

For healing to truly begin – it will take all of us!  

     Every church has to make this decision – and I am so very proud of 

how you all have handled yourselves. There is always a temptation to go on 

the attack – to smear those who disagree and to take on a “stop at nothing” 

mentality to ensure the results we want win the day. But that is not what 

happened. We conducted ourselves with honor, we told the truth and 

expressed ourselves with respect. No pastor could ask for more from his 

people. Many churches have suppressed this conversation, and many have 

gone about it in hurtful and divisive ways. But here at Flushing United 

Methodist Church, even with a result that is not what I personally had 

hoped for – we can hold our heads high knowing that we did an amazing 

thing. We managed to have a large scale, difficult conversation about a hot 

cultural topic and in the end there was still love to be shared even amongst 

those who disagree.  



 
 

     Whatever you are feeling as we process the things that have happened 

and the things that are coming – please know that you are not alone. Please 

know that my office is open and I’m more than willing to meet with anyone 

who would like to discuss these matters further. We have been through 

something painful – and now is a time for healing. If you’ve ever had 

surgery you know – a good recovery process is essential for sustained 

health. I’ve said it a few times, and I will probably say it a lot more – our 

strength as a congregation does not come from our sameness. Our strength 

comes from the fact that whatever differences we might hold – we are 

willing to put all things aside to worship and serve Jesus Christ in this place. 

That is what made this church strong 180 years ago on it’s founding, it’s 

what made the church strong yesterday and it is what will carry us forward 

into tomorrow. Keeping our eyes on Jesus.  

     October is a very busy month, and so I recommend you keep your eyes 

open for announcements for Special Sundays and upcoming events. Here 

are a few upcoming fall events… 

Blessing of  the Animals!! October 9, 3pm 

Bring your pets and be blessed! There will be doggie treats provided by a 

few local animal loving businesses and we will gather for socializing and 

pray a prayer of blessing over each pet.  

180th Anniversary Party! October 16th, both services 

Our historian Jim Thomas will give a brief overview of some of our 

incredible history as a church and we will celebrate ANOTHER big 

anniversary. I’m guessing there will probably be some cake. 

UWF Sunday! October 23rd, both services 

Despite my best efforts to constantly forget the correct letters – we are 

going to CELEBRATE the ministry of the women of this church on 

United Women of Faith Sunday!! Come and be blessed! 

     There’s a lot going on, both in our hearts and on our calendars – but we 

will make it through this yet. And until then – I am looking forward to the 

future.  



Mission Team News 

Mission Team Meetings 
 

We will have our next Mission Team Meeting 
October 10@ 7PM  

& 
Mission Team Builder Meeting 

October 30th @ 7PM 
Come for our luncheon and  

see what the mission team is all about.  



Endowment Fund 
 

According to Webster, “to 
endow” is to furnish with an 
income – to make a grant of  
money for continuing support. 
The Flushing United Methodist 
Church Endowment Fund, then, 
exists to offer that support. It is a 
fund of  your gifts and donations 
which are invested with earnings generating that income of  
support. The fund is established and governed by charter 
approved by vote of  church membership. 
 

Since grants are awarded from a portion of  the earnings, the 
fund continues to grow with further growth from additional gifts 
and donations. Thus, on an annual basis, grant award money 
continues to grow. Truly, the gift that keeps on giving. 
 

The fund accepts gifts and donations of  money, stocks, bonds, 
or real property. Gifts and donations my be made in memory or 
honor of  someone or something. They may be bequeathed by 
will or trust. BUT, Flushing United Methodist Church (FUMC) 
Endowment Fund must be specified.  
 

Gifts and donations may have significant tax advantages. 

All Saints’ Sunday 

On Sunday, 6we will be celebrating the 
lives of those who have passed since last 
All Saints’ Sunday. We will have a video 
with their pictures.  
 If you have a loved one that passed  in 
since last All Saints’ Day, please  
e-mail or bring in your photo of them to 
us at the office by October 25th so the 

video can be completed.   

All Saints’  
Sunday 



 

United Methodist in Faith’s Sunday 
Sunday, October 23rd.  

Both services ~ Mission Recognition  

  

Fai th   Act ion    Sis terhood  

FLUSHING UNITED WOMEN 

                             IN  



Luncheon with Special Speaker 
Sunday, November 6th 

Luncheon @ 12:45 PM ~ Speaker @ 1:30 PM 
Tickets are $5 (for lunch) 

School Superintendent, Matt Shanafelt from Flushing Community 
Schools will be here to discuss the effects of the pandemic and school 
shootings on the students of Flushing. This will include topics of 
school security, mental health of students and staff, staffing of 
counselors and social workers, police officers in schools, facilities 
including energy conservation, discipline policies, curriculum and 
online options. Bring your husband & friend. Sponsored by UM Faith 



 

    1842 - 2022 

CELEBRATING 180 YEARS 

Join us Oct 16th between services as we celebrate  
Flushing United Methodist Church’s  

 

Sunday, October 16th  



2 Upcoming Programs 
from GriefShare: 

 

What to expect at the events 
Both seminars last about two hours. Here’s what to expect: 

• Video seminar: You’ll view a 35-40 minute video with encouraging, practical 
advice from counselors, pastors, and other men and women. 

• Sharing time: Then you’ll get to talk with other people about what you learned 
from the video. (There’s no pressure to share!) 

 
 

 

Wednesday, October 26 ~ 6 - 8 PM 
Widowed? Help is here and hope is possible 

Do you dread the lonely days and nights? Wonder what to do with your 
spouse’s belongings? Feel like your brain is in a fog? Unsure of how you’ll 
go on? 
At a Loss of a Spouse seminar you’ll discover: 

• Other people understand and have found ways to make it through 

• Why it won’t always hurt so much 

• Reasons for hope 

• Practical tips for coping with the death of a spouse 

• You’ll bring home a guide: Everyone receives a booklet with more 
than 30 short readings on how to live with grief and eventually rebuild your life. 

 

Wednesday evenings: Nov 2—30 ~ 6 - 8 PM 
Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season 

Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and 
Christmas? Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has 
changed and that happy memories from past years can’t be recreated? 
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially for people who are 
grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn: 

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the 
holidays 

• What to do about traditions and other coming changes 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events 

• How to discover hope for your future  

• You’ll receive a personal copy of the GriefShare Holiday Survival Guide 



 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Bookshelf   
Welcome to my bookshelf!  

 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  
*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,   
but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 

 

This month I’d like to talk about:  
How We Love Matters  

by Albert Tate 
 

 A few months ago I was listening to one of my favorite Podcasts (the Holy 

Post) and they interviewed Albert Tate to talk about his new book. I am 

always on the look out for good resources to help with the work of racial 

reconciliation, and as they talked I realized I needed to read this. I really 

believe that one of the best ways to eradicate racism from our hearts and 

our culture is to spend time getting to know people who are different from 

ourselves.  

When we slow down and stop pointing fingers at one another, sometimes 

the best thing we can do is simply sit and listen to another person’s story. It 

can be very easy to get defensive (or offensive) when discussing racism in 

the modern world. Albert is a preacher, but this book is not very “preachy.” 

For the most part, he is simply telling us his story – and inviting us to 

experience what he has experienced. To know him better, which is actually 

a way to love him better. Albert’s book IS about racial reconciliation, but it 

actually reads almost like a MEMOIR. This is a topic that is woven deeply 

into the fabric of his life. He tells a whole pile of stories, both personal and 

professional, that show a new perspective I had never seen before. 

The gospel of Jesus gives us a unique ability to love and live together even 

in our differences – and we see that in his church leadership and life. The 

primary message underneath this book is that to love people better, you 

need to know people better. The gospel of Jesus pushes us to get closer to 

people, listen to their stories and in that way we will be ABLE to love them 

better! How we love truly does matter. Please go read this beautiful book. 



Finance Snapshot through August 2022 
 

Budget for 2022 - General Fund: $347,459 
 

Received August 2022:  General: $27,126 
 

2022 Apportionments: $40,333   
100% current  

Main Entry Remodel Received: $165,030 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Evans 2  Marlene Cooper 15 

John Guynn 3  Devine Martin 15 

Erba Hynes 3  William Martin 15 

Lee Napier 3  Christopher Schwartz 15 

Erin Eavy 5  James Rundell 16 

Carter Roman 5  Colt Martin 17 

Billie White 5  Melissa Belanger 19 

Bud Buell 8  Susie Johnson 19 

Jack Nettleton 9  Jeanne Tranchell 20 

Cal Prittie 9  Micki Yon 20 

Win Walker 9  Larry Launstein 23 

Chloe Covert 10  Chance Dorman 24 

Ashlei Hawley 13  Briar Whalen 24 

Mary Jackson 13  Carrie Guynn 26 

Lisa Judson 13  Bob Halbedel 29 

Jessica Rowley 13  Ken Hedges 29 



The East Winds District  
Conference and Leadership  

 

Development Day will be Saturday, November 5 
at Port Huron: First UMC. 

 

Leadership Classes will be offered in the morning, prior to 
Worship and Business Meeting of  the District. 

Watch for the registration form to sign up for the day’s 
events.  Lunch and child care will be available also as listed in the 
registration form. 



NOVEMBER 
6 

Items 

Flushing 

Christian 

Outreach 

Center 
is  

collecting: 

Upcoming Sermons and Scriptures 
Life WITH GOD (NLT)  

 

Oct 2  Life FROM God  Luke 15:11-24   
Oct 9   Life FOR God  Luke 15:25-32   

There and Back, Part 5 
Parting Ways (CSV)     

October 16 YIKES   Exodus 11:1-10   
October 23 The Exodus   Exodus 12:31-42   
October 30 Unforgettable  Exodus 13:1-10   
November 6 Through The Sea On Dry Ground Exodus 14:5-18  



Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

+ Lori, recovering from surgeries 

+ Brian, who is very ill at Hurley 

+ Lois, recovering from surgery 

+ 7 year old great niece - leukemia 
has returned & has a brain tumor  

+ Bruce at Medilodge for gout 

+ Coy, with stage 1 breast cancer 

+ a young family in turmoil  

+ all affected by western wild fires  

+ All those in the path of Hurricane 

+ Sara as she continues her cancer 

battle and for MariAnn as she 
begins hers.   

+ Bradley (2 yr old) broke his knee  

+ Groves family: had a house fire 
then Hannah broke her ankle 

+ Continued healing for Cathy 

+ Bradley, needing surgery 

+ Sue with stress. She needs prayers.  

+ Paula who needs healing  

+ Courtney,  with health problems  

+ Myrtle for healing & strength  

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can share 

them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

Please remember in your  
hearts and prayers: 

Thank you  
for your generous donations and financial 
contributions to Family Promise of Genesee County. 
In July and August, we collected nearly 500 items, 
from toothbrushes to laundry baskets, that provide 
families with essential household supplies. The 
Benefit Concert with 1Fifty, raised over $2,000!  
Special thanks to Joe, Dennis, Nikki, Bruce and 
Autumn. Three youth ran in the 5K Give Me Shelter 

in August and we have 6 golfers for the Golf Fore Families outing 
September 23.  
Your support is greatly appreciated!  
More information will be shared soon about the change in direction for 
Family Promise.  
- Carolyn Malaski 



 

Deadline: November 24, 2022  

 

Scripture Readers 8:45 am 
 

Oct 2 –  Carolyn Malaski Oct 16 – Ed Nixon 
Oct 9 –       Oct 23 – Larry Ridge 
     Oct 30 – Sue Durling 
 

If  anyone is willing to fill in Oct 9,  
please let the office know. 

Worship Servants 

Befriend 
the Lost 

Kiss  
the broken  

Love  
the lonely 

Always leave people better 
than you found them.  

Hug  
the hurt 

Comfort  
the grieving 
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