
the Visitor 
 a publication of Flushing United Methodist Church 

November 2022 

Sunday Worship 
8:45 am Traditional Service & 11:15 am Contemporary Worship 

Join us either online or in-person 
Facebook.com/FlushingUMC or Youtube.com/user/flushingumc 

Our Vision Statement 

Preparing servants who make a difference in their community and  
the world by knowing Christ, following Christ and sharing Christ. 
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     Greetings from the desk of the Pastor! As we move past the spooky 

holidays – we find ourselves in that tension between lingering fall 

decorations such as pumpkins and the beautiful fall leaves and the 

encroaching Christmas decorations that seem to show up earlier every 

single year. Despite the proliferation of snowmen and Santa’s, the next 

major holiday after we celebrate All Saints Day is Thanksgiving – and 

November is such a perfect time to take stock of all God has given us and 

to remind ourselves that we have a lot of reasons to be thankful.  

 And yet this has been a really difficult year for so many people, and 

I know the holidays can be especially painful for those who are grieving. 

Over the last two months I’ve become intimately familiar with the five 

stages of grief – denial, anger, bargaining, depression and then finally 

acceptance. And I used to believe they came in an orderly fashion and then 

once you get to acceptance, you’re all done. But as I have worked and 

grown and learned as a pastor – particularly in my ministry with grieving 

families I have learned that real grief works very differently. The truth is 

that the stages of grieving don’t proceed in an orderly fashion, but rather 

cycle back around in waves for a long time. In times of grief – especially 

after the loss of a loved one – the holidays can be a very difficult time to be 

thankful. 

  I think about Paul’s words in Philippians where he says, “If, then, 

there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any 

fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, make my joy 

complete by thinking the same way, having the same love, united in spirit, 

intent on one purpose.” (Phil 2:1-2). And those words sound an awful lot 

like our vision statement from during the pandemic – Eyes Up, Flushing. 

And those words sound lovely, but sometimes I think – well, sure Mr. 

Apostle Paul can tell us to be intent on one purpose and to be encouraged 

in Christ -but what did he know? How could he possibly understand all the 

struggles and fears and anxieties of our modern church life? But then I 

remember something very important.  



 
 

Paul wrote those words WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON! The book of 

Philippians is actually a letter written while Paul was in jail. It’s a study on 

finding joy REGARDLESS of circumstances – which is such a key teaching 

for all of us if we want to turn our grieving into thanksgiving. 

 Sometimes when we are struggling with something, it seems truly 

unfair that the rest of the world just carries on. It almost feels like the fact 

that world keeps spinning is unreasonable. At the same time, the fact that 

life goes on and there will be a fresh morning coming tomorrow can 

actually shake us out of our grief. The relentless plod of each day can bring 

us back to ourselves and help us move past the latest wave of grief. It’s 

been a really hard year for a lot of people – between economic struggles, 

denominational drama and even just grieving the deaths of so many good 

friends that went home this year. But sometimes the best way to carry on is 

to simply carry on. As Paul says, “intent on one purpose.”  

 In that Spirit, for the month of November I’m excited to announce 

our Giving Campaign. As we consider our financial gifts to the church, 

both present and future, we will spend some time every week celebrating 

the work of the church – both locally and globally to remind ourselves that 

the work goes on. We begin our month with All Saints Sunday, and by the 

end of the month we will probably be putting up Christmas decorations. 

But in between I pray we can all find a reason to be thankful this year. Let’s 

take Paul’s message to heart – if there is any encouragement, any 

consolation of love – let’s be intent on one purpose. Regardless of our 

circumstances, in this place, we are people who love God and love one 

another. We gather to know God and make him known. We find fellowship 

of the Spirit with one purpose: to make much of Jesus. And no matter the 

stage and status of our grief – that truth can always bring us joy. Let’s work 

together this November to rediscover gratitude in our lives. But until then, 

I’ll see you on Sunday.  



Mission Team News 

Here’s How You Can Help Support Our Schools 
Bueche's receipts are again being accepted through April. They will be taken 
to Flushing schools for their programs. The school 
receives 1% of your store purchases. So for every 
$1,000 in receipts, the school receives $10. Look for 
the “KIDS AMT 2023” at the bottom of your 
receipts dated September thru April. 
Help us provide extra cash for our schools. 
Receipts can be placed in the designated basket at the 
mission table in Fellowship Hall just inside the door. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Bless a  
Child With a  
Shoebox Gift 

Check out the Mission Table in Fellowship Hall for more 
information & to get boxes and labels. Please be sure to pick 

up a label (as seen above) to place on your box and also 
includes a play to pay for the shipping fee of  $9 as well. 

 



Endowment Fund 
 

All of  us are indebted to the past 
as we enjoy the fruits of  the 
seeds planted “back then”.  A gift 
to the Flushing United Methodist 
Church Endowment Fund is a 
seed planted now growing to 
produce the fruit of  tomorrow.  
Consider giving – a gift in honor 
of  or memory of, a bequest, or simply a gift of  thanks.  For 
more information, pick up a brochure from the literature rack in 
the lobby. 

  
 
 
 
Family Promise of  Genesee County will sponsor a training for 
volunteers Sunday, November 20th at Goodrich UMC. 
 

For more information contact Carolyn at 810-348-0653. 

 



 

School Superintendent, Matt Shanafelt from Flushing Community 
Schools will be here to discuss the effects of the pandemic and school 
shootings on the students of Flushing. This will include topics of 
school security, mental health of students and staff, staffing of 
counselors and social workers, police officers in schools, facilities 
including energy conservation, discipline policies, curriculum and 
online options. Bring your husband & friend. Sponsored by UM Faith. 
 

Tickets will be sold between services. 
Please RSVP to Lynne Whitmire (810) 874-2464 by Wed., Nov. 2nd. 

 

 



Finance Snapshot through September 2022 
 

Budget for 2022 - General Fund: $347,459 
 

Received Sept 2022:  General: $24,998 
YTD Total - General: $224,694 
 

2022 Apportionments: $40,333 100% current  

Main Entry Remodel Received: $165,030 
 

Finance Update 
 

Dear friends in Christ.   
     We at FUMC have been incredibly blessed! Whereas many 
congregations struggled fiscally, during the pandemic, the mem-
bers of  the FUMC community remained faithful. However,  
during 2022 we have all been impacted by increasing prices in 
energy, food and other necessities. FUMC is not immune to  
market forces and we have seen costs rise too.    
     In round numbers 2022 year-to-date giving is $19k lower  
than it was at this time in 2021 and $35k lower than budget-
ed. FUMC staff  and Committees have always been frugal. When 
we saw a decline in giving, earlier this year, staff  responded by 
cutting back on discretionary spending. But most of  our  
expenses (apportionments, staff  and property maintenance)  
are fixed. In order to keep current on all obligations (including  
apportionments) we have dipped into our reserve funds - which 
are $15k lower than they were at this time in 2021.   
     We know that money is tight for almost everyone. And our 
reserves are meant to give us cover on these “rainy days”.  As 
Pastor JJ says each Sunday, all of  our programs and expenses are 
paid by the gifts of  our congregation. We ask that you prayerfully 
consider your level of  giving so we can continue to meet the 
needs of  God’s people in the future.  Thank you!  

 

2023 Offering Envelopes 
You can find your 2023 offering envelopes (look for your name) 

on the table in the lobby next to the bench.  
Don’t see your name and want a box of  envelopes?  

Please see the office or Dave Lewis. 



 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Bookshelf   
Welcome to my bookshelf!  

 

Each month I will discuss a recent book that I’ve finished.  
*disclaimer; I don’t always have time to sit and read physical books,   
but I do quite a bit of my reading through audiobooks these days.* 

 

This month I’d like to talk about:  
Celebrities For Jesus   

by Katelyn Beaty  

Katelyn Beaty is an award winning journalist and life long Christian who 

has worked in Christian publishing for a really long time. She has a sharp 

writing style that comes across as both well researched and very accessible. 

She weaves a narrative out of widely shared viral news stories, the hard facts 

behind them and even out of her personal experience. This book is not 

only a great read – but also incredibly timely for this particular cultural 

moment.  

The subtitle of the book is “How Personas, Platforms, and Profits Are 

Hurting The Church.” For so many of us the mission of spreading the 

name of Jesus is SO VITALLY important, that we are willing to 

compromise some of our ethical foundations if it means we can get a larger 

platform. We will support leaders of questionable character if they can 

bring in a crowd. Using real world scenarios and true news stories, Katelyn 

highlights the need for spiritual maturity and accountability in leadership. 

As human beings, we are drawn to power and prestige, to platforms and 

personas. We like elevating leaders and believing that they can do no wrong, 

and they have all the answers. Katelyn shines a gentle but firm light on the 

weakness of this posture. It is a far better thing to see leaders as real people. 

Not only do they need accountability (just like the rest of us) – but actually 

the whole framework that elevated them is problematic and needs to be re-

thought. In light of the false intimacy that social media and celebrity fame 

can feed us – perhaps it’s better for us to pursue ACTUAL connection 

through smaller, but more real relationships. Definitely a book that is worth 

your time. Read this beautiful book. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Day of  Name Day of 
John Henson 2  Eric Finnegan 18 

Ethan LeCureux 3  Jan Bodis 19 

Ellie Allyn 4  Mary Schultz 19 

Lisa Keef 4  Michael Judson 20 

Mary Lou Martin 4  Sandra Mohr 21 

Ray McCarty 5  Ellen Hulet 22 

Terry Ensign 10  Mark Rowley 22 

Diane Nixon 10  Jim Graham 23 

Adalyn Kleinedler 12  Jan Kipp 23 

Sarah Waterson-Machir 12  Larry Schack 23 

Carol Keane 13  Dan Venters 23 

Nolan Roman 13  Justin Wilson 23 

Debbie Lester 14  Amy Kleinedler 25 

Jeremiah Mannschreck 15  Cole LeCureux 29 

Jan Vaughan 17  Natalie Napier 29 

Dick Champagne 18  Tyler Walters 29 

Trenton Everett 18  Lois Langtry 30 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

@ 8:30 am 
 

Valley Breakfast & Bistro 

1072 S. Elms Rd, Flint  

Men’s  

Faith - Food - Fellowship - Fun 



 60th Birthday Party for Lori Stauffacher 
 

YOU’RE INVITED!! 
Please join friends and family in celebrating  

Lori Stauffacher’s 60th birthday.  
Saturday, December 3 in the afternoon (Time TBA later) 

Come and help us make this a JOYOUS occasion!! 
 

Save The Date!! 



 

2022 United Women in Faith Bake Sale 
 

Join us in making buckeyes in the kitchen 

Tuesday, November 29th at 10am 
 

Come help package cookies 

Wednesday, November 30 at 1pm 
 

Cookies & Buckeyes will be for sale 
at the Candle Walk December 1st and 2nd 

and at church Sunday, December 4th or until sold out! 
All profits are used for missions. 

Come & buy them while the goods last! 

 
 
 



 

The East Winds District  
Conference and Leadership  

 

Development Day will be Saturday, November 5 
at Port Huron: First UMC. 

 

Join us for a day of  learning the tools to be effective leaders in 
our congregations, breaking bread together, sharing in worship, 
commissioning lay servants, celebrating the year in mission and 
ministry, conducting the business of  our East Winds District, 
and connecting with our neighbors throughout the East Winds 
District.  

The Rev. Dr. Javier A. Viera, President, Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary will be our keynote speaker for the 
afternoon Worship and District Conference. Lunch and child 
care will be available also as listed in the registration form. 

Leadership Classes will be offered in the morning, prior to 
Worship and Business Meeting of  the District. 

A $5.00 registration fee includes two-morning training sessions. 
Please indicate below your two choices for training sessions and 
if  you will be purchasing lunch which is available for $12.00. 
Childcare is available, and reservations must be submitted for 
child care by October 29th.  

 Register at: Registration: East Winds District Annual 
Conference and Worship, Leadership Development Day, and Lay 
Servant Commissioning  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdUtQcH7S8xfnVWaZEqLfAFsdN0Qv6sRpOc5EbeHVPNKQaAQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdUtQcH7S8xfnVWaZEqLfAFsdN0Qv6sRpOc5EbeHVPNKQaAQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdUtQcH7S8xfnVWaZEqLfAFsdN0Qv6sRpOc5EbeHVPNKQaAQ/viewform


Items 

Flushing 

Christian 

Outreach 

Center 
is  

collecting: 

Upcoming Sermons and Scriptures   
There and Back, Part 5 

  Parting Ways (CSV)     
   

Nov 6      Through The Sea On Dry Ground   Exodus 14:5-18 
     

(Misc Sermons) 
Nov 13    You Are What You Eat      1 Cor. 6:12-20  
Nov 20    Guest Preacher 
 

 Crazy Christmas Chaos Series 
Nov 27    Proper Preparation      Luke 10:38-42   

 

Wednesday evenings: Nov 2—30 ~ 6 - 8 PM 
Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season 

Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and 
Christmas? Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has 
changed and that happy memories from past years can’t be recreated? 
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially for people who are grieving a loved one’s 
death. You’ll learn: 

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the 
holidays 

• What to do about traditions and other coming changes 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events 

• How to discover hope for your future  

• You’ll receive a personal copy of the GriefShare Holiday Survival Guide 



Published the last Wednesday of the month 
(810)659-5172 Editor: Rose Dessinger 
413 E Main St, Flushing MI  48433 

www.flushingumc.org  e-mail: flumc@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor JJ’s email: pastor@flushingumc.org  cell #: (248) 219-8598 

+ Lori, recovering from surgeries 

+ Barb, recovering from infection 
and kidney stones 

+ Prayers for Norma 

+ Diane, with court hearing and 
Delores now in nursing home 

+ Sara & Mariane, fighting cancer 

+ Traveling mercies for Teresa & 
Brian 

+ HS Senior injured in serious 
accident & in trauma center 

+ Continued prayers for Aubrey 

+ Adrianne, with leukemia, brain 
metastases 

+ Ed’s upcoming tests & for healing 

+ Cody, to feel love of God  

+ A big decision to be made to help 
someone without compromising 
my own safety 

+ Neighbor in ICU 

+ Friend in rehab 

+ Prayers for health care workers.  

Our Church Family 
Aware of a concern or joy in our family? Please notify the church, so we can share 

them with you. Only first names will be published in prayer concerns. 

Please remember in your  
hearts and prayers: 

Thank you to the congregation for all your 
donations for our recent Rummage Sale! 
And Thank You to all the workers who 
worked so hard to organize, work the sale, 
pack up remaining items and clean up. It was 
a VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE with a profit 
of  almost $3400! 

May these families be uplifted by our prayers. 

To Norm Griffin, friends and family on the loss of his wife, Lois. 
To friends and family on the loss of member, Jeanne Tranchell. 



 

Deadline: November 24, 2022  

 

Scripture Readers 8:45 am 
 

Nov 6   –  Jim Rundell   Nov 20 – Laragene Triplett 
Nov 13 –  Sandra Rundell   Nov 27 – Melissa Whalen 

Worship Servants 

All Saints’ Sunday 

On Sunday, November 6th,  
we will be lighting a candle 
in memory of  the lives of  

those who have passed 
since the last  

All Saints’ Sunday. 

All Saints’  
Sunday 

NOVEMBER 6 
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